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The Wood Box (President’s Article)

Board Election - After a very hot, dry summer, we are now experiencing a pleasant fall for your Association’s annual election of a Board of Directors.  Please vote and return the completed ballot attached to this newsletter.  Without a quorum, a new Board cannot be elected.  A quorum is only 10% of the membership.  Yet, during the past several years, we have barely received the necessary votes.  Vote now or come to the annual meeting which is an opportunity to discuss and understand the actions of your Board over the past year as well as the future direction of the Association.
Crime Rate - It has been a very quiet year for the Montpelier Woods community.  We have had a few incidents of concern.  There was a yard fire last month that was certainly disturbing.  However, that is one of the few fire incidents in more than 20 years of the Association.  We are also aware of only two incidents of vehicle damage or thefts.  This is an extremely low crime rate for this area.  Don’t give the thieves an opportunity to take your property.  Lock your doors and do not leave keys available.  Perhaps we are lucky or perhaps it is known that this community has concerned homeowners who observe what is happening in the neighborhood.  Please take note that the Board can support your concerns when they are expressed to the proper governmental agency, but we cannot take the initial action to make those agencies aware of your problem.  Your first call should be to the appropriate county or state agency when you believe a crime or public nuisance has occurred.  
   Board of Directors:

   President

      Dale Good

   Vice President
      Carol Hayes


Treasurer 

      Anita Klein

Secretary

      Charles Kortlang

Members at Large
      Alfred Vasco, Jr.

How to Reach the MWHOA Board


Address: 

     Post Office Box 2645





     Laurel, MD. 20709



Voice Mail:

     (301)362-2353



E-mail:
 
      mwhoa@hotmail.com

Internet

      www.mwhoa.com

Newsletter Editor 
      Carol Hayes

 MWHOA does not necessarily endorse advertisers’     products and services.

A call to the Homeowners Association first will only delay the desired county or state response.  A list of frequently called numbers is available on our web site, www.mwhoa.com.  We will publish an updated list in the newsletter next year.

Beautification ‘n Cleanup – Did you notice the improvements at the entrance signs?  We have mulched and added new flowers and plants at the Snowden Road and the Route 197 entrances.  Additional landscaping is planned in the future.  Further, the sign at Basswood Drive and 197 has been repaired and repainted and it looks a lot better.  Any comments or ideas for other improvements are appreciated. 

This winter we will again look at the trees in our common areas and determine if any need to be cut down as a safety measure.  We know of several at this time and would appreciate a call from homeowners who see a tree that is a hazard to property or persons.

Please remember to cast your vote in our Board of Directors election and the upcoming November general election.  It is a civic responsibility and one of the freedoms that make our country a great place to live.  Thanks for your continued support, cooperation and understanding. 

                                       
                - Dale Good
Today’s mighty oak is just yesterday’s nut that held its ground.                  

       


- Author unknown
 MWHOA Financial Update

[image: image7.emf]                      Balance Sheet

                       As of  8/31/06
Assets
Bank, Savings & Investment Accounts

      Checking Acct. – Bnk of Amer.
        $12,808.15
      Reserves Account


     0.00
      Money Market - Chevy Chase
             4,594.46
      Money Market * E-Trade                       8,748.22
      CDs account – E*Trade                        12,000.00
Other Assets   


   Assessments Receivable

        $     730.75
   Late Fees Receivable                                    180.00
   Legal Fee Receivable                                    560.00
    Liened Amt. Receivable pre-2005            1,461.24                                         

    Certified Mailing/NSF Receivable
    75.01
             Total Assets

        $41,157.83
Liabilities & Owners Equity
      Funds
            Reserve Fund

        $         0.00
      Other Liabilities

             Prepaid Owner Assessments               128.65
       Loans         


                    0.00
        Owners Equity

            41,029.18
      Total Liabilities & Owners Equity   $41,157.83
-   Anita Klein,Treasurer
MWHOA MEETING DATES

Through December 2006, MWHOA Board Meetings will be held at:
Deerfield Run Community Center

13000 Laurel Bowie Road

October 11th

November 8th
December 13th
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. and are normally on the second Wednesday of each month.

FROM THE BOARD…

        COVENANT UPDATE

We have received a few more approval forms for the proposed Covenants over the last several months.  We still need at least 90 more approvals.  This is still very important to the Association and continues to cost us money until we get a quorum of 75% or more approvals.  Please return the approval forms or call to get a replacement if you have misplaced your form.  The proposed Covenants and the approval form are available on our web site at www.mwhoa.com.  The proposed covenants are needed.  For those who have not responded, please give this very important business a few minutes of your time so your Association can move forward. 
ARCHITECTURAL GUILDELINES 

UNDER REVIEW


The Covenants that govern all properties in Montpelier Woods require that all exterior improvements, additions or changes to properties be reviewed and approved by the MWHOA Board of Directors or a Board-appointed Architectural Control Committee.  In order to give guidance to homeowners about some of the most common improvements, additions, or changes, the Board adopted a set of Architectural Guidelines.  While the Guidelines were initially adopted decades ago, the Board has periodically revisited them.  

The existing Board has begun a review of the current Guidelines which were last published in May 1994.  They can be found at www.mwhoa.com under “Improvements.”  As the Board works on updating the Guidelines, we encourage homeowners to give us input, including suggestions regarding types of improvements, additions or changes that we should consider for inclusion in the next revised edition.  
The Board is also seeking volunteers to become members of a new Architectural Control Committee which will have responsibility for reviewing and approving requests for architectural changes.  Please contact the Board to submit your input for the Guidelines and/or to volunteer for the Committee. Contact information is listed at the top of this newsletter. 
Selling your home?   Call the MWHOA Treasurer at 301-604-9024 for HOA documents prior to closing.
THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT & COOPERATION!

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR

MONTPELIER WOODS HOMEOWNERS

join tower federal credit union

Take Advantage of the Credit Union Difference!
As a Montpelier Woods Homeowners Association member, you are eligible to become a member of Tower Federal Credit Union. Tower offers all of the benefits of a full-service financial institution, including the convenience of online Home Banking, eStatements and free Bill Payment with three or more payments each month. Take advantage of free checking, debit card, direct deposit and low-rate auto, mortgage and home equity loans. 
Tower’s Gold MasterCard( Gives You More Ways to Save

Transfer your high rate loans and credit card balances to Tower’s Gold MasterCard and save with a low, fixed 10.9% APR and no annual or transfer fees. The same low 10.9% rate applies to all purchases and cash advances, too. Plus, receive a 1% rebate on all purchases—credited each month to your credit card balance.

Apply for Membership Today

To join Tower, visit towerfcu.org and apply for membership quickly and easily online.  You’ll then be eligible to sign up for Home Banking.  Membership questions?  Call the Member Service Center at 301-497-7000 or 800-787-8323.  Visit towerfcu.org for branch and ATM locations near your home or work.
[image: image1.wmf]FIRE SAFETY TIPS
J

ust recently our community experienced a fire.  Although it was a small one and contained to the front yard, it still was unsettling to those who lived nearby.  Unfortunately, fires do not make people sit up and take notice the same way a robbery or assault does.  The common belief is that a fire can’t happen wherever you are.  In 2005, there were over 1.6 million fires in the United States.

I

f you don’t read past this paragraph, do read this one.  If you don’t have SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS in your home, you are gambling with the lives of your family.  If you have them, when did you last change the batteries?    Remember to change the batteries when we change the clocks.  Do you have fire extinguishers in your home?  If not, get some.  If you do and you cannot remember when you purchased them, replace them.  
P

lan for emergencies; practice Exit Drills In The Home (EDITH).  Have at least two escape routes.  NEVER go back into a burning building.  NEVER!  Establish a meeting point where family members will meet when you leave your home in an emergency.  It should be as simple as the tree across the street or some place similar.
I

nside the home, cooking is the most common cause of fire.  It only takes a moment for the next meal to turn into a kitchen fire.  The stove should never be left unattended.  EVER!  It is true that a watched pot may never boil, but an unwatched stove is an invitation for disaster.  Don’t let distractions pull you away from the stove.  Further, with the newer cooking surfaces, it is hard at times to determine if a “burner” is on.  Know your stove and make sure it is turned off when you are finished.
M

any of our homes have fireplaces.  When was the last time you had your chimney cleaned?  Chimneys should be inspected before each burning season.  Don’t be lulled into a false sense of security because you only burn a few fires in the fireplace every year.  
C

andles have the ability to instantly change the mood of any room.  The trouble is they can easily turn a room into an inferno.  Candles must always be used in a noncombustible holder that will not tip over and must be positioned so that flames cannot come in contact with any combustible item.

I

n laymen’s terms, we live close to the woods.  In times of drought or during the dry season, the wonderful nature that surrounds our homes contributes fuel that is just waiting to burn.  Keep a clear area in the backyard between your home and the “woods.”   

T

he bottom line is to stay alert to the hazards of fire.  Fires can and do happen around us all the time.  It only takes a moment’s inattention or carelessness to start a fire.  Do your part. Be Careful!                       [image: image2.wmf] -  Charles Kortlang, Secretary

Fall is now upon us.  This means that the Montpelier Woods Homeowners Association (MWHOA) will be holding its annual general meeting and election for next year’s Board of Directors.  The annual meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 11, 2006 at Deerfield Run Community Center located at 13000 Laurel Bowie Road, Laurel.    Some proposed items for discussion are:

· The status of the proposed updated Covenants and Bylaws

· The financial status of MWHOA

· Future issues and projects

Submit ballots for the election at the general meeting or, if you are unable to attend the meeting, please vote by proxy by returning the ballot to MWHOA, P.O. Box 2645, Laurel, MD 20709 prior to the meeting.  Please be sure to complete the proxy below in order to validate your vote (i.e. confirm you are a homeowner and you have only voted once).  There are five positions on the MWHOA Board of Directors.  Indicate your votes by placing an (x) next to the candidates’ names; vote for no more than five candidates.

ELECTION PROXY
Montpelier Woods Homeowners Association Board of Directors

The undersigned owner(s) of the property listed below hereby appoint(s) the Board of Directors     or 

____________________________________________________________ as agent and proxy of the undersigned, with full power of submission, to vote my interest in the Corporation which the undersigned would be entitled to vote if personally present at the general meeting of the corporation as specified and any adjournment of such meeting, with all power that the undersigned would possess if personally present upon all matters that may properly come before the said meeting or any adjournment thereof.  I may revoke this proxy at any time in writing.

If the residence is owned by a corporation, the undersigned does hereby represent that she/he has been authorized to execute this proxy on behalf of the Corporation.  If the residence is owned by more than one person, all of the owners should execute this proxy.

Unit Owners:

_________________________________     ______________________________          ______________

Signature


                   Printed Name


          Date

_________________________________     ______________________________          ______________

Signature


                   Printed Name


          Date

Address 










THE PROXY MUST BE SIGNED AND DATED.  THE ANNUAL HOMEOWNER DUES AND SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FEES (IF ANY) MUST BE PAID IN FULL OR THIS BALLOT WILL NOT BE COUNTED.

CANDIDATES’ BIOGRAPHIES

(Vote For No More Than Five Candidates)


Ira D. Good, 10206 Snowden Road, a resident of the community since 1987; served in the U. S. Air Force for 28 years working operations and planning.  After retirement from the Air Force, Dale worked as a teacher and Chairman of the JROTC Department at Bladensburg High School for 10 years.  Dale has served as Vice President and for the past two years as President of the MWHOA.


Carol Hayes, 10402 Balsamwood Drive, has lived in Montpelier Woods for 22 years.  She is a graduate of Howard University and a Verizon management retiree.  She is a member of the National Association for Female Executives, the NAACP and currently serves on the board of her national high school group.  Carol has served as Vice President of the MWHOA for the past two years and is the Editor of the newsletter.

_______Kevin Kenealy, 10006 Madronawood Drive, and his family have lived in Montpelier for over 13 years.  He holds a Masters degree in management and is employed at the Department of Defense as a contracting officer.  Kevin has experience in attaining group goals both professionally as a supervisor and in the community as a youth club soccer coach. 

________Anita T. Klein, 10204 Bignonia Drive, has lived in Montpelier Woods for approximately 18 years.  She is a lawyer by profession and has spent 17 years practicing law.  She most recently spent 15 years with the U. S. Securities & Exchange Commission and several years as an adjunct Professor at Georgetown Law School.  Anita has served on the MWHOA Board for one year as its Treasurer.

________ Charles Kortlang, 12111 Amblewood Drive, has been a resident of Montpelier Woods since August 2004.  He is a retired Fire Lieutenant from Mt. Vernon, N.Y. Fire Department. He was Commander of the fire training Div. and served on the N.Y. State Academy of Fire Science faculty.  A college graduate who was Chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners, Carmel Fire District, N.Y., Charles is currently a warehouse manager for the AVW/TELAV Corporation.  Charles has served on the board for one year as Secretary of MWHOA. 

________Leroy Pipersburgh, 10103 Madronawood Dr, is an active duty warrant officer.  Prior to deployment to Iraq in 2005, he served on the MWHOA board for a few months as a member- at-large.


Write-in______________________________________________________________

PLEASE VOTE!  

Your vote is important.  Remember to complete and sign the proxy form on the other side of the ballot.

Look Inside For: 

*
Election Ballot

*   
President’s Article

*
Covenant Update

*
Architectural Guidelines

*
Tower Federal CU

*
Fire Safety Tips
Montpelier Woods

Homeowners Association

Post Office Box 2645

Laurel, Maryland 20709

ANNUAL MEETING AND BOARD ELECTION
When:  Wednesday, October 11, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.

Where:  Deerfield Run Community Center 

               13000 Laurel Bowie Road 
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Please submit your ballot at the meeting or, if unable to attend, mail to the MWHOA address prior to October 11th.   Ballot and proxy are inside this newsletter.
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