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From the woodpile…President’s Article

  Well, we sure have run the gamut of nature’s fury in the last 18 months, haven’t we?  It started in January when the back-to-back blizzards sure made us take notice.  Then for a follow up act, we had this summer’s triple wake up calls.  

  The mild earthquake definitely caught our attention: most of us could tell you exactly where we were, what we were doing, and what we first thought it was.  If that wasn’t enough…a hurricane and tropical storm were thrown in for good measure. 

  The lawns did stay green all summer.  Unfortunately, all that rain also saturated the ground and many trees fell, some on homes.  

Self-Reliance

  During the recent earthquake, hurricane, and tropical storm, government officials repeated excellent advice over and over.  That advice is that you must be able to support yourself with food and water for 3 days, and medicine for 7 days.

  This advice has always been the minimum time that citizens should be able to care for themselves.  We have been fortunate that most of our events have been small and localized where help can arrive immediately.  However, during large-scale events --as we remember from Snowmageddon 2010-- help will not be coming any time soon.

  The twin blizzards are a prime example of how slow and limited help is in getting to all areas 
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affected by the event.  Most Montpelier Woods

residents were fortunate to have electricity

after hurricane Irene; however, Basswood Court, Basswood Terrace, and portions of Basswood Drive were out of power for a number of days.

  Governments at any level simply do not have the capability to care for all of their citizens before, during, or after a significant incident.  Nor will they ever be able to do so.  While we are lucky to be living in a neighborhood like Montpelier Woods, if the last 18 months have shown us anything, it is that WE MUST BE PREPARED TO TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES, for several days at least. 

  Being prepared by having emergency supplies on hand can give you peace of mind.  Want to know what you need?  Check out the Red Cross’ website at http://www.redcross.org/ -- under Preparing and Getting Trained, see the Preparedness Fast Facts. 

  Of interest, all of the Preparedness Fact Fact topics are available in Arabic, Chinese, French, Haitian-Creole, Korean, Tagalog, and Vietnamese.

    -Charles Kortlang

Time for Elections 

The ballot for the Board of Directors

 election is at the end of the newsletter.

 Please make your selections and 

turn in the ballot by 24 October.
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- Friends Supporting their Community

Although crime statistics for the year are good, we had a bad 2 weeks at the end of August and the beginning of September.  There was a murder, a breaking and entering, and a theft from auto. A suspect is under arrest for one, but not the other two. 

Fortunately, the murder suspect was apprehended within 24 hours.  Unfortunately, there have not been any arrests in the breaking and entering (B&E) robbery case, or the theft from auto.  

The B&E robbery was noteworthy in that the 

very determined thieves broke in through the rear basement door by knocking the door off the frame.  This must have caused a loud noise, but it was not heard  --or not recognized as a threat-- by the neighbors.  The only defense against this kind of crime is a steel door and frame, and being on the alert for the unexpected. 

What can we learn from these events?  

· The murder is unique, and probably will not happen again in our area for 20 years.

· For the B&E, we could be more watchful and always report suspicious noise and people.  Immediately call the non-emergency number for the PG County Police, 301-352-1200.  

· On the theft from auto case, remember to remove items of value from inside the vehicle, especially electronics devices.  
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I hope this answers your questions and puts to rest any rumors that were going around Montpelier Woods after these events.  There have not been this many crimes in a short period in the last 20 years! 
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There’s good news in the crime statistics for this year in District VI of PG County: major and minor crime rates are down about 10% for 2011 as compared with 2010.  This continues a 5-year downward trend.  

Recently there has been an increase in theft from auto, mainly in the Beltsville area.  Be watchful, and immediately report crimes and suspicious activity.  Call 911.  If you’re not sure what’s going on, let the police determine what is happening.
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Tower Federal Credit Union

Lower loan rates. FREE checking. No or low fees.

Switch to Tower!
« Apply online at towerfcu.org.
« Visit your nearest branch at 7901 Sandy Spring Road, Laurel, Md.
« Call 301-497-7093 or 800-787-8328, ext. 7093.

Renovate at a Low Rate.
Tower Home Equity Line of Credit.

1‘ Tower Federal

s Tousi
e

Credit Union





Speeding continues to be a problem, especially on Basswood Drive and Snowden Road.  Speeding is a crime and greatly endangers human life on our narrower streets and among our many parked cars.  Consider it could be your children at risk before you rationalize speeding to work or a social event.

Finally, we still need Neighborhood Watch Block Captains for Basswood Drive, Basswood Terrace, Balsamwood Terrace, and Blackwood Court.  Now is the time to do a little community service that directly benefits you and your neighbors, and you don’t have to live on these streets to volunteer.  We need to work together to keep our community safe.   

- Dale Good, Neighborhood Watch Chairman
               * * * * * * * * * * * * *

     MWHOA Financial Update
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Balance Sheet

   As of 7/31/11
  Assets

 Bank, Savings & Investment Accounts

Checking Account at

     Bank of America

$  6,581.84

  Money Market - E-Trade 
$18,547.05

  CD - Risk Free - Bank of Am
 $ 9,315.83

  CD - Reg. - Bank of Am 
$40,610.13

  CDs account - E*Trade 
         $0.00
  Other Assets

Assessments receivable 

$ 1,596.81

Late fees receivable 

$    465.00

Legal fee receivable

 $2,090.00

Liened amounts receivable

  for pre-2005 


$ 1,461.24

Certified mailing cost/

  NSF receivable 

 $   322.81

Lien recording costs receiv.
 $1,802.68

Total Assets 

         $ 82,793.39
Liabilities and Owners Equity

Prepaid Owner Assessments 
$      71.00

Owners Equity 

            $83,824.75
Total Liabilities and 

Owners Equity 
          $ 82,793.39
  -- Paula Oas, Treasurer

* * * * * * * * * * * *
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Dog Park Proposal

     In the last newsletter, 

you read that a group of 

Montpelier Woods residents 

propose establishing a dog park on the MNCPPC property adjacent to the tot lot on Snowden Road.  Though there is much work to do to set up such a park, at this point the group is interested in gauging the level of interest from other residents.  

     This park would be modeled after the College Park Dog Park (CPDP), and would include:

· Paid membership (note that the Laurel City Dog Park just off van Dusen Road is going to this model as of 1 July). The CPDP currently charges $30 per year for the first dog, and there is a reduced rate for additional dogs;
· Functioning as a non-profit, and all collected funds would go to daily maintenance and operation of the dog park;
· A board of directors;
· A requirement that all member dogs be registered with the county;
· A fenced area that would run back through the woods to the path that extends from the main circular path to Pheasant Run Drive.
     The residents group has had some discussions with both an MNCPPC planner and our county council representative.  At this time, it is critical that the residents weigh in with their thoughts and interest, both positive and negative. 
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Please email your comments to:  dogparkmwoods@gmail.com.
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Thank you for joining us

 in Montpelier Woods!

We have four new neighbors:

  Ralph Darney III         11905 Blackwood Ct
  Ricky Jones                 11901 Basswood Dr.
  Steve Rogers               11806 Bristolwood Terrace
  Anthony Murray         12113 Aspenwood Lane

                    * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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        Beautification Committee Note

        I hope everyone had a great summer and  is ready for some cooler weather. With the cooler weather, comes the beautiful fall colors…and piles of leaves. 

  I contacted the county in regards to leaf pick up and was told there will be NO vacuum leaf pick up again this year. 

· All leaves and lawn debris must be placed in plastic or paper bags and put out at the curb. 

· They can also be placed in a trashcan if it is secured with a lid. 

· Lawn debris is picked up on Wednesdays. 

  If you need help raking your leaves, talk to your neighbors -- they might know some neighborhood kids who would be interested in making a few dollars. 

  With cooler weather here now and the holidays just around the corner, it’s time to spruce up the outside of our homes for the upcoming holiday parties, and visits from our families and friends!  

  - Betty Ann Kortlang, Beautification Committee
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* * * * * * * * * * * * *
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News you can use…

  I send out a weekly coupon for 

Shoppers Food Warehouse plus other

bits of information that may be useful 

to you. If you would like to receive timely 

emails regarding our community, you can 

register at www.mwhoa.com -- our community website. 

  Go to the "Change of Address" tab and enter 

your first name, last name, and email address. While you are at the website, please check out the categories of information available. If you have something you would like to add, let us know!

  ~Donna Harding, Vice President

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
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        * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Riversdale House Museum

4811 Riverdale Rd., Riverdale Park, MD 20737

301-864-0420; TTY 301-699-2544

Hands-on History: The Writer's Apprentice Monday, 31 October, 10 a..m. 

Children ages 8 to 12 make paper, write stories with quill and ink, create illustrations, and more! Register by Oct 17. Fee: residents $15; non-residents $18. 
Breakfast with Sint Niklaas
Saturday, 3 Dec, 9 and 11 a.m.  seatings

  Children and their parents will enjoy a Belgian-inspired breakfast with Sint Niklaas, the Flemish forerunner of our modern Santa Claus, and receive a gift bag. Advance payment due by 23 Novermber:       

  Fee: residents $9/child, $5 adult; non-residents $11/child, $7 adults. Limited capacity.
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5445 Landover Rd., Cheverly, MD 20784

301-277-1710; TTY 301-277-0312

http://arts.pgparks.com/Our_Facilities/Publick_Playhouse.htm
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* * * * 
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  African and Korean Drums, UMD Ensembles

Monday, 12 Dec 7:30 pm, Dekelboum Concert Hall

  UMD’s African Drum Ensemble performs West African music for djembe drum, dunun drum, 21-string kora and 21-key balafon. The Korean Percussion Ensemble performs an exhilarating form of Korean percussion music known as Samulnori using an hourglass drum, a barrel drum, a small gong, and a large gong.     FREE

Smithsonian Resident Associate Programs 
http://residentassociates.org/ticketing/index.aspx
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White House National Security Advisors

Thursday, 1 December, 7:00 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.   $40
  Henry Kissinger (President Nixon), Steve Hadley (first President Bush), and James Jones (President Obama) discuss pivotal issues during their tenure. Jane Harman, House Intelligence Committee (under second President Bush), for the Hill perspective.   

Host: Ken Walsh (U.S. News & World Report). 

  Baird Auditorium, Museum of Natural History. 
Philosophy of Thomas Aquinas

Saturday, 3 Dec, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.     $120
  Explore Aquinas’ philosophy of nature, 

human nature, and his metaphysics. Learn how 

he distinguished between reason and revelation. 

Host: Gregory Doolan, assistant professor of philosophy at Catholic University, author of Aquinas on the Divine Ideas as Exemplar Causes.

  S. Dillon Ripley Center

((DOUBLE PAGE BALLOT GOES HERE))













Philadelphia Dance Company


Friday, 18 November, 8 pm


  See Philadanco’s mesmerizing program of modern, jazz ,and spiritual dance and get the holiday season off to a high flying and joyous start!  Tickets: $20/person, $15/seniors, groups of 15 or more.





  Philadanco also offers a 1-hour demo just for seniors at 11 am.


For ages 60 plus. Tickets: $6 per person, $5 in groups of 15+.
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a year in the lives of seven impoverished young artists and musicians in New York.


  Tickets:  $30, seniors & alumni associates $25; students/youth $9.
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At the Museum of Natural History’s IMAX Theater. 








Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center, U. Md


http://claricesmithcenter.umd.edu  / 301 405-ARTS 





3rd Annual American Indian Festival


Saturday, 22 Oct, 10 am-4 pm (rain or shine)


  Celebrate Native American culture and heritage! Enjoy music, storytellers, dances, arts, crafts, archery, demonstrations, games, a bald eagle, exhibits, plus vendors and a raffle for a collectible Pendleton blanket.


  FREE. Patuxent River Park


16000 Croom Airport Rd, Upper Marlboro. 


(301) 297-4575, (301) 627-6074; 


   TTY 301 699-2544








“Tornado Alley” 


Thursday, 20 October, 7-9 p.m.   $13    


  Follow veteran storm chasers across America’s Plains states on two un-precedented missions and see the forces of nature in breathtaking 3-D. 
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    �  From the Editor’s Desk…





           Are you interested in getting the real scoop on the Native American Code Talkers?


 On 11 October, the Governor Robert Bowie Chapter, NSDAR, is hosting Dr. David Hatch, NSA Historian; his topic is: "Native American Code Talkers:  Myths, Movies, and Reality."  





     On 8 November, the program is “Meet Mary Surratt - Robert Redford’s Conspirator,” featuring


 Julie Cowdery, Assistant Education Coordinator of the Surratt House, in full costume! 





     If you are curious about the value of connections --1700’s style-- visit us on 10 January 2012, when Rod Cofield, Director of Interpretation and Museum Programs, Historic London Town and Gardens,  will cover “The Early American Dream in Colonial London Town: A Profile of Stephen West and his Connections.” 





     All of these programs are presented at the Belair Mansion, 12207 Tulip Grove Drive, Bowie, MD  (301-809-3089), between 7:30 and 8:30 pm on the second Tuesday of the month. You are cordially invited to what I am sure will be a memorable series of lectures, plus engaging Q&A. For details on the DAR, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdbcdar/index.htm" \t "_blank" �http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdbcdar/index.htm� or DARgrbRegent@gmail.com.
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RENT, in the Kay Theater


21-28 Oct, Fr/Sa at 8 PM, Sa/Su at 2, Tu-Th 7:30 PM


 This Broadway musical based loosely on La Bohème follows




















MWHOA


BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION MEETING





24 OCTOBER





Please Come Out.


Let Your Voice Be Heard, 


and VOTE!!





Please submit your ballot at the October


 meeting or, if unable to attend, 


mail it to the address below


 prior to the meeting date. 


 


MWHOA


P.O. Box 2645


Laurel, Md. 20709





Note: Ballot and proxy are in this newsletter.
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Volunteers needed! Students are standing in line to work with the Student, Teachers Achievement Retention (STARS) Tutors at the Woodland Job Corps, and there is a real  need for Math and Reading tutors. Job Corps is at 3300 Ft. Meade Rd, just off the Parkway, before you get to Rt 32. Contact Gloria Coliton, STARS Coordinator at 301-362-6045 or Coliton.Gloria@jobcorps.org    I hope to see you there!


         -Deborah Barrett, Editor
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