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From the woodpile…President’s Article

This is the last newsletter for 2009.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Board, and all members of our community that have helped during the year.

Unfortunately there has been an increase in break-ins, and burglaries in our neighborhood.  Some words to the wise:

· Take all efforts to secure your home and belongings.  

· Make certain that all tools are secured.  

· Keep all doors and windows locked.  Consider installing an alarm.

Prince Georges County has imposed cost cutting measures within the Fire Department.  Look for the article about this important topic.  

There is a ballot for the Board of Directors election, please take the time to make your selections and return it to us by October 24th.
    -Charles Kortlang

Community Dumpster

We are requesting a dumpster from P.G. County for the weekend of December 19 and 20.  It will be located under the power lines on Basswood Dr.
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Reduced Fire Department Funding Impact

Prince George’s County has reduced funding to the Fire Department.  The Fire Department is employing a number of devices to bridge the shortfall.  These all contribute to a reduction of fire and ambulance services.  Each item taken individually is a cause for concern, but taken together they can spell disaster.  
[image: image6.wmf][image: image2.wmf]The logic is that they are only closing your station on a temporary basis.  When a station is closed, service is not available.  This means response times are increased.  Stations that are of interest to Montpellier Woods are: Laurel Rescue, Bowie, Laurel Fire, Beltsville, and Maryland City.  

Reduced station staffing reduces the ability of a manned station to respond to incidents.  By reducing personnel, fewer apparatuses can be manned to respond to emergencies.  This in effect reduces the number and type of apparatus that is available.  When a crew is out on a call there is no backup in that station.  

Volunteer manning to cover for closed stations and reduced staff.  The Beltsville FD volunteers are filling in during the day to help keep a station open and allow career personnel to fully man another station.  Kudos to the 

Chief of Beltsville FD for helping to solve a problem.  But…to expect volunteers to cover day shifts for months, or years at the expense of their jobs and personal lives is unrealistic. What is going on in other stations?  If the volunteers can’t get a crew for the day the station is closed.

A new dispatch procedure to help minimize impact of reduced staffing and closed stations.  This new procedure has been scrapped after it caused confusion in the incident cited below:

· Some of these factors all came together just a few weeks ago.  

· A residence caught fire in Bowie, and it took 911 workers 3 minutes to determine which units to send.

· The first fire apparatus to arrive took 11 minutes to get there, and had two firefighters on board.  They responded from a distant station.  

· The crew could not enter the home until another company arrived on the scene.  

· If people had been trapped in this home they would not have survived.  

· If this had involved a heart attack, the victim would not have survived. 

What can you do to protect your family?  Consider sending a letter to the County Executive asking that he restore funding to the fire department.  When lives are in the balance, seconds count.  

Here is a sample letter:

Hon. Jack Johnson

Office of the County Executive

County Administrative Building

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Dr

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772-3050

Dear Sir:

     We understand that in lean financial times budgetary pressures can be quite high. Cutting programs and laying off employees is the last

thing that you want to do, but budgets must be balanced and difficult decisions made.

     Cutting back on the essential services of the Fire Department will have a negative impact on people’s lives. Not a mild inconvenience of a lost or delayed service, but a service in which seconds can mean the difference between life and death during a fire or medical emergency.

     The residential fire in Bowie is an example of what happens when essential services are reduced to satisfy budgetary needs.  Our community of Montpelier Woods is not near any fire station, and response times are long in good times.  Please restore the Fire Department staffing, and funding to maintain adequate protection for our families.
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Sincerely yours,
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Aid to a Secure and Successful Community

Home Burglaries:  During the last 2 months there have been eight breaking and entering incidents in and around Montpelier Woods.  Two areas, Bristolwood Terrace and 

Basswood Terrace/Court have been the site of most of these burglaries.  In fact, these eight incidents are more than we experienced during the last 10 years combined.

So, burglary is up in our community as well   as throughout the County.  The police are increasing their efforts to counter the increase in home break-ins, but they cannot provide  24-hour protection at every home.  

As a community, we need to be more security conscious. There are several practical ways to we can help ourselves:

· Lock all doors, windows, the garage, and car(s). 

· Consider buying an alarm system.  They are available for as little as $150. 

· The police will provide a security survey/inspection of your home at no charge, and at your convenience.  

· Call the District 6 Headquarters at 301-937-0910 and ask for an Officer on the Community Response Team to schedule a security inspection. 

· Besides the inspection, you will get increased police visibility in the community. 

· You can also alert your neighbors about when you will be gone  

· We can help each other protect our property.

Court Watch Team:  
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Are Eligible to Join
Tower Federal Credit Union

Take advantage of lower loan rates, higher savings rates,
no or low fee services, over 40,000 surcharge-free ATMs.

Make the Switch to Tower!
« Apply online, at towerfcu.org.
« Visit your nearest branch at 7901 Sandy Spring Road, Laurel, Md.
« Call 301-497-7093 or 800-787-8328, ext. 7093.

Ask how you can get a Cash Bonus with a new checking account!

ST

1 Tower Federal
Credit Union
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RIO Bar and Grill:  

   Located at Route 1 and Contee Road

The PG Board of License Commissioners 

met on July 28, 2009, and approved a

liquor license transfer to Mr. Tae Yunn 

and Mr. Cornel Greene. The restrictions include monthly inspections and require 

off duty police officers to patrol the 

parking lot on weekends. 

   Many additional permits are required and,

 as of 4 October, the RIO has not reopened.  

If and when it does, several local citizens 

are planning to visit regularly and report 

any violations immediately. The MWHOA Board can provide a listing of restrictions 

and permits required to interested residents.

Last but not Least: 

If you see suspicious individuals in or 

around our neighborhood, call the PG Police

at  (301) 333-4000.  If you believe a crime is in progress or about to happen, call 911. 

-Dale Good, Police Advisory Committee Rep. and Neighborhood Watch Representative
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           DISTRICT VI POLICE 




911   Emergency, report a crime  




         in progrees 




(301) 333-4000    Non-Emergency 




                             Police Response  



(301) 931-3575      Police Tip Line  

            

               * * * * * * * * * * * **

     MWHOA Financial Update
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Balance Sheet

   As of 8/31/09
  Assets

  Bank, Savings & Investment Accounts
  Checking Account at

     Bank of America

$  5,427.59

  Money Market - E-Trade 
$12,336.77

  CD - Risk Free - Bank of Am
 $ 9,185.88

  CD - Reg. - Bank of Am 
$20,091.57
  CDs account - E*Trade 
$ 9,006.89
  Other Assets

Assessments receivable 

$ 1,059.84

Late fees receivable 

$    300.00

Legal fee receivable

 $ 1,500.00

Liened amounts receivable

  for pre-2005 


$ 1,461.24

Certified mailing cost/

  NSF receivable 

$   206.50

Lien filing costs receivable
 $1,658.65

Total Assets 

           $62,234.93
Liabilities and Owners Equity

Prepaid Owner Assessments 
$       57.00

Owners Equity 

             $62,177.93

Total Liabilities and 

Owners Equity 
          $62,234.93
  -- Paula Oas

* * * * * * * * * * * *
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THINGS TO DO IN 

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY

Montpelier Arts Center's 30th Anniversary Gala, Sunday, October 18,12 noon-5 pm, FREE
Opened in 1979, the center's three galleries have showcased thousands of Maryland artists.  Classes are offered year-round, and patrons enjoy first-rate performances of jazz, classical, folk and blues music by local and national musicians.  View works from resident artists over the past 30 years and visit artists’ studios. Music by the Montpelier Jazz All Stars. Refreshments available. All ages.


  October 16 - Enjoy Esther Williams’ flawless vocals and Davey Yarborough’s haunting flute and saxophone sound. Mr. Yarborough is featured on the CD Royal Essence, An evening of Ellington.

  October 23 - Dynamic jazz trio Brothers Robert and Chuck Redd, plus bassist Tommy Cecil.


  October 30 – Legendary jazz pianist Cedar Walton is the first pianist to record with John Coltrane. Played with Eddie Harris and Art Blakey's Jazz Messengers, plus a long solo career. 

  Classical Recital Series: 

Sunday, October 25 at 3 PM. Olivia Hajioff and Marc Ramirez perform Violin and Violin/Viola Duo music. Call the Montpelier Arts center to make a reservation. Suggested donation: $5/person

 Lake Artemesia. 

Open sunrise to sunset daily.
Parking at Branchview/Ballew Avenue, Berwyn Heights, MD 
301-927-2163, TTY 301-699-2544
This public park has a 38-acre lake, a handicapped accessible fishing pier, aquatic gardens, a new Birding Trail, and more than 2 miles of hiker-biker trails that connect the lake with Calvert Road Park and College Park Airport and Aviation Museum. Handicapped accessible trails are located at the 5200 block of Calvert Road in College Park, and at Osage Street and Swathmore Coutt in Berwyn Heights.

                    

* * * * * * * * * * * **

And at the Smithsonian…

Here’s a sampling of the many programs available at the Smithsonian Resident Associate Program, just a Metro ride away, in Washington D.C.**




the Hubble Space Telescope. The Hubble's "discovery space" has increased by a factor of about 70 since its servicing mission on May 11. Come find out what has been revealed!

Beer Planet: A Voyage of Discovery to the World's Great Beers and Brewing Cultures

Sat., Nov. 7, 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
  Internationally renowned brewer and author Horst Dornbusch takes you taste buds on a vicarious tour of the world's major brewing cultures—Germany, Belgium, the British Isles, and America, in this structured tasting at the Brickskeller.

 Guide to Travel Photography

 Wed., Nov. 18, 6:45 to 9 p.m.
   Amateur photographers who  

  love to travel learn professional  

  techniques and get practical 

  information to hone their skills and create those beautiful photos that keep  their vacation memories alive.

Luciano Pavarotti: Operatic Legend and Cultural Icon

Tues., Dec. 1, 6:45 to 9 p.m.
  In this special evening highlighted by CD and DVD recordings, opera singer Colleen Fay explores Pavarotti's brilliant 4-decade-long career. Fay gives an overview of the artist's life and influences, and discusses his outstanding operatic roles, plus Pavarotti's lighter repertory.
Celebrating Australian Aboriginal Art
Tues., Nov. 24, 7 to 9 p.m.
  See the largest and most significant exhibition 

of aboriginal art to travel to the U.S. Culture Warriors features works of leading artists from 

all over Australia. After a lecture and tour, enjoy 

a reception hosted by the Embassy of Australia.
**For details on any of these programs, see the website at 

http://residentassociates.org/ticketing/tickets/Lectures.aspx

Montpelier Woods

Homeowners Association, Inc.

Post Office Box 2645

Laurel, MD. 20709

MWHOA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION MEETING

 OCTOBER 26TH 

Please Come Out.

Let Your Voice Be Heard, and 

VOTE!!

Please submit your ballot at the October 26th meeting or, if unable to attend, mail to the address below

 prior to the meeting date. 

MWHOA
P. O. Box 2645

Laurel, Md. 20709

Note: Ballot and proxy are in this newsletter.


District 6 now has a court 


watch team staffed by volunteers.  The team attends significant Circuit Court cases to demonstrate community interest and have the jury


see our support for maintaining


law and order. If you want to join the Court Watch team, or more info, call your CAC rep Dale Good at (301) 498-3780.
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Montpelier Fall Jazz Series  


Fridays in October at 8 PM, on 


the Montpelier Mansion grounds.  


$20/person, $18 seniors & 


Montpelier members





Rotating station closures is a roulette game where stations are closed a few days a month to share the impact geographically.





  �From the Editor’s Desk:





STARS – "Speakers, Tutors, Achievement, Retention, Success" is an award winning mentoring and tutoring program at Woodland Job Corps Center on Ft. Meade Road (Rt. 198), just east of the Parkway. STARS volunteers work with "at promise" motivated youth from economically challenged backgrounds, age16-24, who work hard to acquire the skills necessary to complete their GED, SAT prep, and/or college placement tests, as well as learn the life skills needed to be successful after they complete their vocational program. 





The 3-year old STARS program has more than doubled in size over the past year because news of the fantastic work of the current volunteers has spread from student to student.  There are currently students waiting for tutors (math and English) as well as mentors who help with vocational, academic, and life skills development. 





If you are willing to invest a couple hours a week, the volunteers’ director takes care of the rest to include training and support. Tutoring is one-on-one on Monday and/or Thursday from 3:45 to 5:15; mentors commit 1 – 2 hrs, one day a week based on your schedule.  





Every volunteer will tell you that they have learned a lot from these students, and see this as an opportunity to inspire and be inspired as they share in the students’ successes. Please contact Gloria Coliton, at (301) 362-6045 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:coliton.gloria@jobcorps.org" ��coliton.gloria@jobcorps.org� to find out more about this exciting program. 





                                                     --A note from your editor, a STARS volunteer—
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The Hubble Space Telescope: Latest Results


Saturday, Oct. 17, 10 to 4:30 �  Astrophysicist Mario Livio presents the latest results from
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