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UPCOMING BOARD ELECTION
It will soon be time for the election of a new Board.  We are always happy to have volunteers assume the responsibilities of our community by serving on our Board of Directors.  Generally, serving on the Board is not a time-consuming task, and it can be an enjoyable form of community service.  We sincerely hope for more homeowners to accept this role.  Attached to this newsletter is a form to use to submit your name as a candidate for the Board of Directors.  Please complete the form and mail it to the Board.  After the election, Board Officers are selected by a majority vote of the Board membership.

COVENANT UPDATE

For the past six months, the Board has been trying to get the necessary 75% approval for the proposed amended Covenants.  We have received approximately 50% of the members’ responses with only four negative votes.   We still need around 90  approval votes to reach 75%,  For those members who have not responded, please read and return the approval form at your first opportunity.  Thanks to those who have cooperated and supported this essential effort.
CATS AND DOGS
[image: image5.wmf]We continue to get complaints about owners who fail to control their pets and pick up after their animals.  As a courtesy to your neighbors, please leash your pets and pick up after them as required by County laws.
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   SPEED LIMIT: 25 MPH

[image: image6.wmf]Please follow the speed limit in Montpelier Woods when driving your vehicles.  We don’t know of any individual who wants to injure a child or adult walking in our neighborhood.  Yet, cars and motorcycles are frequently speeding well above the posted 25-mph limit on all of our streets.  Please: take a breath, relax and drive under the speed limit.  You might enjoy the scenery and avoid a person suddenly walking in the path of your car.





TREES ‘N THINGS

The County is responsible for all trees along the streets of our neighborhood.  If a tree breaks apart, call the County Department of Public Works at 301-499-8530.  The homeowner or neighbor living near the tree must make the call.  After the tree has been cut down, it may take up to 30 days to remove all of the tree parts.  If the tree is lying in the street, you may call the County Police at 301-937-0910, especially on the weekends.  The Board has learned that the County will also trim/cut branches of curbside trees in front of private residences at the homeowner’s request.   The cutting/trimming applies to the entire tree, including branches hanging over the homeowner’s yard.  It may take up to 45 days for the job to be done.  They will not cut or trim any tree on private property.  

For bulky trash removal (including appliances) - call 301-952-7600.  For leaf collection (in season)  -  call 301-499-8576.  These numbers are also included on the “Frequently Called Numbers” list distributed to homeowners and on the MWHOA website.

MEETING LOCATION CHANGED

The location of Board meetings through December 2006 has been changed to the Deerfield Run Community Center, located at 13000 Laurel Bowie Road, Laurel. 

FROM THE BOARD …(cont’d)

SOLICITING

Our neighborhood has a no-soliciting policy.  Signs are located at the entrances prohibiting soliciting, unless approved by the Board.  This long-standing policy includes charities, commercial vendors and religious organizations.  In the past, local Girl Scouts and schools’ fundraising efforts have been permitted.  However, during the last year, not one other person or organization has asked to solicit in our neighborhood.  As a practical matter, it is very difficult to stop soliciting unless the homeowner observing the situation stops the individual(s) and asks their cooperation to leave Montpelier Woods.  They may or may not cooperate.  The next step to consider is to call the County Police in Beltsville at 301-937-0910 or the County Community Standards Office at 301-883-6100 or 6130.  Generally, these offices will not respond in a timely manner; the solicitor will be long gone after completing their tasks.  Calling the Association’s voice mail (301-362-2353) will not help except to note a pattern for future reference.  Hopefully, this information will be of use to those people who are concerned about solicitations.  There has been a recent case of fraudulent meat sales, which was of interest to the police.  In this case, the salesmen were long gone from this area before the police arrived.

The Wood Box (President’s Article)

It has been a grand spring and early summer.  The neighborhood is really beautiful and much pride in the appearance of our lawns and homes is evident as I drive around Montpelier Woods.  I continue to hear many compliments about the beautiful and well-maintained homes in our community.  Recently, there have been very few issues brought to the Board’s attention.  Maybe it’s the weather. 

One issue still before us is the need to put into effect our amended covenants.  We still need a response from 90 plus homeowners to complete the process.   If you have not returned the approval form, please do so as soon as possible.   This document is the foundation of the Montpelier Woods Homeowners Association and updates the old, out-of-date covenants of 25 years ago.

On a positive note, there has been very little criminal activity in our community and property values continue to rise.

Regarding the issue of a yard sale sponsored by the Association, the Board has received only two votes for a sale this summer or fall.  Unless 8 to 10 additional votes are received from homeowners within the next month, a yard sale will not be scheduled this year.

The Wood Box (President’s Article) Cont’d.

As a result of increased traffic over the past several years, at the suggestion of a homeowner, the Board submitted a request for the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of Basswood Drive and Route 197.  A response from the State Highway Administration was received on July 1st. A traffic survey will be conducted to determine the need for a traffic light.   We understand the survey will take approximately 90 days to complete.  We anxiously await action from the State Highway folks and hope our request for the signal is granted.




- Dale Good

MWHOA Financial Update

[image: image7.wmf]                 Balance Sheet

                       As of 6/30/06

Assets
 Bank, Savings & Investment Accounts

    Checking Acct. – Bnk of Amer. 
    $26,675.23

    Reserves Account   
 

 0.00

     Money Market – Chevy Chase           4 ,589.47

     Money Market – E-Trade  
        8,704.48
Other Assets



     Assessments Receivable
     $  730.75   

     Late Fees Receivable                            180.00

     Legal Fee Receivable                            560.00   
     Liened Amt.Receivable pre-2005      1,461.24             

     Certified Mailing/NSF Receivable          75.01         

Total Assets
      

 $42,976.18
Liabilities & Owners Equity…              

          Funds




 Reserve Fund

         $  0.00

          Other Liabilities

                  


 Prepaid Owner Assessments       128.65

           Loans                                                   0.00

            Owners Equity                           42,847.53


               Total Liabilities/Owners Equity
  $42,976.18








-   Anita Klein, Treasurer

*************************************

Out of the clutter, find simplicity.  From discord, find harmony.  In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.                        – Albert Einstein
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The annual elections for the Montpelier Woods Homeowners Association Board of Directors will be held at the October Board meeting at the Montpelier Elementary School.    The covenants in our deeds require the MWHOA to exist.  Therefore, we encourage homeowners to consider running for a position on the Board to provide new faces and fresh ideas.  Further, by being on the Board, you will be serving your neighbors, meeting new people and helping to make a difference in our community.

Serving on the Board is not time or labor intensive.  There are monthly meetings generally lasting two hours.  Below are the established positions for the Board and a brief summary of their responsibilities.  While the duties are listed as belonging to a particular position, there is room for flexibility.


President:
Plans and conducts proceedings at meetings, handles or delegates




most issues


V. President:
Acts in President’s stead in his/her absence


Secretary:
Maintains files, compiles minutes, gets messages


Treasurer:
Gets mail, handles all financial matters (bills, dues, list of homeowners)

Member At Large: Helps wherever needed.  General duties include responding to              homeowners’ requests, and oversee committees, if needed

To submit a nomination for the Board of Directors, please complete the form below and return by September 1, 2006 to the below address or for your convenience, you may also e-mail your nomination to mwhoa@hotmail.com.





MWHOA





Post Office Box 2645





Laurel, MD. 20709

If you have any questions, please contact the board via telephone at 301-362-2353 or e-mail.  Please keep your biography brief and include: (1) number of years at Montpelier Woods, (2) a brief summary of experiences and/or jobs you think make you a good candidate for the Board, and (3) any other information you feel is useful.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________________________________________

Brief Biography _______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Signed:







 Date: 





Submissions may be edited for clarity, length or content.

LAUREL FESTIVALS

During the year, Laurel has a lively series of community celebrations.  A few are….

 Farmer’s Market

Main Street at Avondale. Weekly - June to October

Sponsored by the Laurel Board of Trade

This weekly outdoor market features fresh produce and fruit, bread, baked goods, flowers, musical entertainment and lunch items.

Emancipation Day

Emancipation Park, Route 198 and 8th Street

Sept. 2, 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sponsored by St. Mark’s United Methodist Church

Held the first Saturday of September, this celebration commemorates the 19th-century freeing of slaves with a parade, music, games and picnic.

Riverfest

Riverfront Park at Avondale Street

October 14th, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sponsored by the Laurel Board of Trade

Held in mid-October, the festival features arts and craft vendors, musicians and other entertainers and food booths.

Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony

Main Street

December 3rd, 3:30 p.m.

On the first Saturday of December, it includes a parade, tree-lighting ceremony, refreshments, games and photos with Santa.

**********************

2006 MWHOA MEETING NOTICE

Through December 2006, the location for the MWHOA Board Meetings has been changed to:

Deerfield Run Community Center

13000 Laurel Bowie Road

Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. 

August 16th 

September 13th
October 11th
November 8th
December 13th

Homeowners are welcome to attend!!

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR MONTPELIER WOODS HOMEOWNERS

~ ~ ~

Join Tower Federal Credit Union

Take Advantage of the Credit Union Difference!

As a Montpelier Wood Homeowners Association member, you are eligible to become a member of Tower Federal Credit Union.  Tower offers all of the benefits of a full service financial institution, including the convenience of on-line Home Banking, e-Statements and free Bill Payment with three or more payments per month.  Take advantage of free checking, debit card, direct deposit and low-rate auto, mortgage and home equity loans.

Pocket $150 Off Mortgage Closing Costs

Check with Tower first for a wide variety of fixed, adjustable or interest-only mortgages and cost-saving payment plans.  Choose an interest-reducing, bi-weekly mortgage payment plan and save thousands over the life of the loan.  For a limited time, receive a $150 discount off closing costs for any first mortgage.

Apply for Membership Today

Visit towerfcu.org and apply quickly and easily online.  For membership questions, call the Member Service Center at 301-497-7000 or  800-787-8328.

**********************
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