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From the woodpile…President’s Article

Summer is here, along with all the hard work that we have been looking forward to so we can get our lawns and gardens in good shape. Many call it exercise or therapy, others a monotonous chore.  However you look at it, it is necessary after winter!  

Now is the time to enjoy some of the amazing offerings in the area.  It is interesting to note that we seem to take for granted what other people travel great distances to see.  

Are you more likely to go into Washington D.C. or Baltimore when there are relatives or friends visiting? How many times have you gone to see the Cherry Blossoms? Has anyone taken a walk, or rode a bicycle across the new Woodrow Wilson bridge? More often than not, no matter where we live, we do not seem to take advantage of the local sights.  

Please take the time to read the piece by fellow homeowners who want to create a dog park just outside the entrance of Montpelier Woods.  Your support would be greatly appreciated, especially if you have a dog that would like to play there. Do weigh in on the conversation!

There is good news in that more houses are selling, and empty house are becoming homes again.  Take the time to welcome our new neighbors to Montpelier Woods. 

 
-Charles Kortlang
MWHOA Board of Directors:

     President 

      Charles Kortlang
     Vice President
      Donna Harding

  Treasurer 

      Paula Oas

  Secretary

      Kevin Kenealy


  Member at Large
      Alda Simpson


     How to Reach the Board:


  Address: 

     Post Office Box 2645





     Laurel, MD 20709



  Voice Mail:

     (240) 554-2438



  Internet

      www.mwhoa.com
MWHOA does not necessarily endorse 

advertisers’ products and services

Annual Solicitation for Volunteers
Please consider contributing some of your time in helping us keep Montpelier Woods such a special place to live.  We are looking for interested homeowners to help with committee work, serve on the Homeowner Board of Directors, or in any way that you think you may be of help either using a talent you have or one you want to develop. Here is a sample of the opportunities:

· Architectural review 

· Beautification – keeping entry sign plantings in condition

· Board member – president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, member-at-large

· Community clean up – semi annual cleanup of our neighborhood

· Neighborhood Watch – block captains

· Newsletter- articles, folding, stamping

· Nomination 

· Web site – keeping the site up to date 

· Welcoming – “officially” greeting new neighbors (everyone can welcome them!)

Slow down and smell the roses

Everyone who drives in Montpelier Woods needs to be considerate of our residents.  The speed limit is 25 miles per hour. Not 30 or 40 mph, and certainly not 50 mph. Driving fast means you have limited your options in avoiding an accident. And it’s not just about you – think about the other driver, a pedestrian, not to mention a child at play. 

No one wants to be remembered as “that speeder who ran over a child.” Or the parents of a speeder who did. And it’s something you’ll never forget.
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Remember that stop signs are not optional.  In fact, it is even more critical to obey stop signs on residential streets.  Regardless of the type of road it is on, every driver is required to stop at a stop sign. Period.

Here are some contributing factors to accidents in our neighborhood:

· Cars backing out of driveways 

· Distracted/inattentive drivers

· Pedestrians in unexpected places

· Reaction time (recognition, action, vehicle/ pedestrian response)

· Speed

· Visibility (obstacles, weather, etc.)

· Young children playing/riding bikes in the street
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Having an accident near your home means that you have caused injury, or worse, to a neighbor.  Please make sure every driver in your home understands the implications of having an accident, especially one so close to home. 

In the end, this is about more than just who’s at fault, it’s about prevention – and we all have a role to play in that. 
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Neighborhood Watch- Helping each other.

We have been lucky over the last 3 months, having little crime in our area.  In fact, the County crime statistics show a downward trend of over 10% in individual robbery and breaking and entering. The Neighborhood Watch program has likely contributed to this success, and here’s a big THANKS to all our neighbors for their effort to stop crime.
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There are some continuing problems, however, such as unlicensed cars parked on streets, and long grass on an unoccupied property.  You can stop both of these by calling the Community Standards Office at 301-883-6100. 

· If you see a strange car parked on our streets, or an unknown individual(s), call the police at their new non-emergency number that has been in effect since last month’s communications upgrade for the County Police and Fire Departments. That new non-emergency number is 301-352-1200.

· If you think a crime is being committed, call the police emergency number (911) immediately.  Let the police determine if a crime has occurred or is in progress. Quick action on your part could prevent a crime.

DISTRICT VI POLICE
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911   Emergency, report a crime 




                             that is going on 




(301) 352-1200  Non-Emergency 




                               Police Response  



(301) 931-3575        Police Tip Line  

**Fraud Alert**

There is one major crime that has increased in our area and nationally and as well: fraud. Fraud is on the rise via the telephone, Internet, and even television.  Here are some signs to look out for: 

· It sounds to good to be true

· You are promised unusually large returns 

· You are pressured to act immediately

· You are asked to put up money “just to start” the payoff, but these demands for your money will continue. 

   Play it safe: 

· Be a careful, and educated, consumer 

· Never click or open an unknown link/web site 

· Retain receipts and carefully review them for accuracy

· Shred confidential documents

· Educate your family, and share tips with co-workers.

There are many ways to be cheated.  Facts about fraud and Spoofing are on our web site, at www.mwhoa.com under “Police Tips” -- check it out and avoid becoming a statistic!
  -Dale Good, Police Advisory Committee Rep. and 

  Neighborhood Watch Representative
	 Put it on your calendar now! The annual National Night Out event will be held on 2 August at Police Department District VI, located at 4321 Sellman Road, in Beltsville, Maryland (next to the Library).  


This year you can pick up a Child’s ID Kit at no expense, plus meet your first responders and enjoy the demonstrations.  And…if you would like to serve food or help with the setup and clean up, please call Dale at 301-498-3780. Teens can help too, and High School volunteers receive community service credit. 
What is it? National Night Out is designed to:

· Heighten crime and drug prevention awareness;

· Generate support for, and participation in, local anticrime programs;

· Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; and

· Send a message to criminals that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.
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event involved citizens, law enforcement agencies, civic groups, businesses, neighborhood organi-zations and local officials from over 15,000 communities from all 50 states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities and military bases worldwide. In all, over 37 million people participated in National Night Out 2010.

(from http://www.nationaltownwatch.org/nno/about.html)
                         * * * * * * * * * * * **

      MWHOA Financial Update
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Balance Sheet

   As of 5/31/11
Assets

Bank, Savings & Investment Accounts

Checking Account - Bank of Am 
$   7,688.01

  Money Market - E-Trade 
$18, 543.24

  CD - Risk Free - Bank of Am
$  9, 315.83

  CD - Reg. - Bank of Am 

$40,610.13

  CDs account - E*Trade 
        
         $0.00
Other Assets

Assessments receivable 

$ 1,596.81

Late fees receivable 

$    465.00

Legal fee receivable

$ 2,090.00

Liened amounts receivable

  for pre-2005 


$ 1,461.24

Certified mailing cost/

  NSF receivable 


$    322.81

Lien recording costs receiv.             $ 1,802.68
Total Assets 

           $83,895.75
Liabilities and Owners Equity

Prepaid Owner Assessments 
$      71.00

Owners Equity 

              $83,824.75
Total Liabilities and 

Owners Equity 
            $83,895.75
  -- Paula Oas, Treasurer
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Welcome to our New Neighbors

Thank you for joining us in Montpelier Woods! 

Bradley & Patricia Turner    11508 Basswood Ct.
Deronlei Able, Sr. and 

    Cheryl Brown-Able          10211 Bignonia Dr.
Danny Lora                           12103 Amblewood Dr.
Michelle Cendana                 11913 Blackwood Ct.
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Beautification Committee Report
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I hope everyone is enjoying the summer so far.  Despite the low turnout for our spring cleanup, we did make progress! I would like to thank Dale Good, Dave and Sue Straney, Donna and Bud Harding and my husband Charlie for taking time out of their busy schedules to help beautify our community.  

In the next couple of weeks I’ll be sprucing up the community entry signs.  This will be a nice, but  modest effort, as the more memorable ones (involving Christmas wreaths and American flags) seem to attract people who think they are there for the taking. Can you imagine that? 
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[image: image3.wmf] need to trim back trees on their property because they are encroaching onto the sidewalks.  If these trees are on the strip of grass between the road and the sidewalk, just call the county to come out and trim them, (301) 499-8530.  If you trim bushes or trees on your own property, tie the pieces into bundles no longer than 3 feet long and the county will take it from there. The county will not pick up debris just lying alongside the road, but they will take the bundles.

- Betty Ann Kortlang, Beautification Committee

* * * * * * * * * * * *

And Speaking of trees…

A number of trees came down during April’s heavy rains and winds, and there seemed to be confusion about who to report what to. Below are the guidelines on what to do about tree damage.

· If a tree/part of a tree falls on and damages your property, call your homeowner’s insurance company to make a claim and request removal. Strangely enough, it doesn’t matter if the tree was originally on your 

property or not. This is still a matter for your insurance company.

· [image: image18.wmf]If a curbside tree falls in your yard or along the curbside/sidewalk area, call the PG County Department of Public Works at 301-499-8530 to arrange for its removal.

· If any part of a tree falls and is lying in the street, it is a hazard to motorists, so call the County Police at (301) 937-0910.  
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For the common areas, the Board employs a professional tree removal service.  The service looks for potentially hazardous trees, marks them, then cuts them down. 

Call the Board with any questions or concerns about the trees at (301) 362-2353.

Dog Park Proposal

[image: image20.wmf]A group of Montpelier Woods residents has proposed establishing a dog park on the MNCPPC property adjacent to the tot lot on Snowden Road.  Though there is much work to do to set up such a park, we are at this point interested in gauging the level of interest from other residents.  

We would model this park after the College Park 

Dog Park (CPDP), and so operations would include:

· Paid membership (note that the Laurel City Dog Park just off van Dusen Road is going to this model as of 1 July). The CPDP currently charges $30 per year for the first dog, and there is a reduced rate for additional dogs;
· Operation as a non-profit, and all collected funds would go to daily maintenance and operation of the dog park;
· A board of directors;
· A requirement that all member dogs be registered with the county;
· A fenced area that would run back through the woods to the path that extends from the main circular path to Pheasant Run Drive; and
· A “lobby” on the path side of the fence, which would encourage parking on Pheasant Run Drive rather than on Snowden Road.
Our group will be talking with the HOAs of Snowden Pond and Pheasant Run to ask that they poll their residents about establishing this dog park; these neighborhoods can benefit too.

Please email your thoughts and interest to:  dogparkmwoods@gmail.com.

News you can Use: How to Beat the Heat

As we experience high temperatures and poor air quality, the Prince George’s County Office of Homeland Security notes the following:

· Elderly, infants and those with chronic illnesses can dehydrate more easily and are more susceptible to heat-related illnesses. 

· Please check on relatives, friends, and neighbors. 

· Your best protection is to stay well hydrated. Sweat, or water, allows heat to evaporate from your skin’s surface. 

· If you become dehydrated, it is difficult for your body to maintain an acceptable temperature. 

· The best thing to drink is water. Gatorade or other sports drinks are also good. Avoid drinks containing alcohol or caffeine. 

· Limit heavy exertion when high levels of heat and humidity are present. High humidity levels make it more difficult for your body to dissipate heat. 

· Increase time spent in an air-conditioned environment. 

· Wear loose fitting, light-colored clothing. 

· Take frequent rest breaks in the air conditioning or shade. 

· Eat smaller meals, more often. 

· Spend time at local pools or take cool baths. 

· Make sure pets have access to water and shade. 

· Monitor weather reports for updates and tips.

* * * * * * * * * * * **
               THINGS TO DO IN
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY

Pioneers on the Paint Branch: The Soldiers and Pilots of the First Army Aviation School 

[image: image21.wmf]College Park Aviation Museum

1985 Cpl. Frank Scott Drive 

Daily 10 am -5 pm, thru 30 Dec

  This exhibit celebrates the men who created the first Army Aviation School 100 years ago; it traces their lives before and after contributions at College Park. 

Free with admission: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/age 18 & under, FREE under 2.

Details: 301-864-6029; TTY 301-699-2544


Annual Montpelier Summer Series

Fridays 

Montpelier Mansion Grounds
9652 Muirkirk Rd & Route 197 

“As You Like It”  15 July, 7 PM 

- Shakespeare in the Park
Riseband and Show 

22 July, 7:30 – 9:30 - Rhythm & Blues, Motown, Jazz
Harry and the Flashbacks 

5 August, 7:30 – 9:30 - Nostalgic Rock ’n Roll 

Anacostia River Canoe Tour 

Bladensburg Waterfront Park

4601 Annapolis Road, Bladensburg 

Saturday, July 16, 9:30 am-12:30 pm 

  Paddle down the river with a naturalist looking for wildlife. This tour may include 

a stop at the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, river and weather conditions permitting. 

Age 16 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Fee per boat: Resident $10; Non-resident $12 

Details: 301-779-0371; TTY 301-699-2544 

Top of Form
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5445 Landover Rd., Cheverly, MD 

301-277-1710; TTY 301-277-0312

Located at the intersection of Landover & Annapolis Roads (Routes 202 & 450).

African Acrobats 

Thurs & Fri 28, 29 July, 10:15 & 12 noon;
 Saturday 30 July, 11 am 

   Originating from Kenya, this talented troupe has thrilled audiences with their unique display of athleticism, art, movement, and acrobatic majesty. Comedy, electrifying music, and audience participation make this group one not to be missed!

Tickets: $10/person


Surratt House Museum 

9118 Brandywine Road, Clinton 20735 

301-868-1121; TTY 301-699-2544

Maryland and Music of the Civil War

Saturday, 30 July, 4 pm 

Douglas Jimerson and his “Civil War Comrades” discuss and perform Civil War era music, emphasizing conditions in Maryland that influenced that music. 

FREE. Arrive early, space is limited!

Maryland: A House Divided 

Thursdays-Sundays, 12 noon-4 pm through 18 Decr

Surratt House commemorates the 150th anniversary of the American Civil War with a focus on Maryland's Role in the conflict.

Fee:  $3 ages 18-59; $2 for 60+; $1 for 17 & under

 * * * * * * **
Here’s a sampling of the many programs available at the Smithsonian Resident Associate Program, just a Metro ride away, in Washington D.C.**

Burning of Washington: British Invasion of 1814 

Sunday, 21 August, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. by bus from the Holiday Inn Capitol at 550 C St., S.W. (6th St. & C St.)

  In the summer of 1814, British troops made a 50-mile march to capture the American capital. Historian and author Anthony S. Pitch explores sites associated with this event. Highlights include Fort Lincoln Cemetery, the Sewall-Belmont House, the Navy Yard, and the White House area. A catered box lunch is included. 

  Dress for warm weather and a lot of standing and  

  walking. Photo ID required.

Exploring Cosmic Mysteries 
Saturday, 10 September,

 9:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m

  Scientists from the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory relate new findings on what holds galaxies together, runaway stars, Super Earths, space dust (the building blocks for new stars, planets, and living creatures), and other cosmic mysteries.
Hawk Watching and Neo-tropical Birds: A Closer Look at Bird Migration 

Saturday, 24 September, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. by bus from the Holiday Inn Capitol at 550 C St., S.W.
   In September, thousands of broad wing hawks and other birds migrate through the mid-Atlantic region. Join Andy Sprenger and the Smithsonian Migratory Bird center for a full day of birding. Binoculars recommended! 

From the Editor’s Desk:         [image: image5.wmf]
On the 4th of July, I was looking back on a week in D.C. at the Daughters of the American Revolution annual Continental Congress. You might have read about it in the Post, since more than 3,500 women from all over the world converged on Constitution Hall for meetings between 29 June and 2 July. Check it out at http://www.youtube.com/TodaysDAR          The 9/11 remembrance featured unique perspectives from people such as Rear Admiral Deborah Loewer, USN (Ret.) –the Former Director of the White House Situation Room– and Calvin Wilson, Commissioner of the memorial for Flight 93, spoke of his brother’s sacrifice. The keynote speaker for National Defense Night was General Raymond T. Odierno, Commander, U.S. Joint Forces Command. 
Founded in 1890, the DAR is a non-profit, non-political, volunteer women's service organization dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history, and securing America's future through better education for children. Over 168,000 members in 3,000 chapters donate over 60,000 hours each year to restore historic sites, sponsor essay contests, assist veterans and active duty troops, and welcome new citizens in naturalization ceremonies. 

Membership is open to women 18 years or older who have an ancestor who aided the cause of 

American independence through military, civil, or patriotic service. 

If you’d like to check out a local Chapter, or simply want to hear an amazing speaker, come to the Belair Mansion on Tulip Grove Road in Bowie the second Tuesday of the month, between September and April. For more information, feel free to contact the Regent of the Governor Robert Bowie Chapter at DARgrbRegent@gmail.com. The Chapter’s free programs are held between 7:30 and 8:30 PM, and the first three are:

· 13 Sep - Laura Stohlman, Medallion Financial Strategies, Inc., “Take Control of Your Money: Financial Planning for Women

· 11 Oct - Dr. David A. Hatch, NSA Historian, “Native American Code Talkers: Myths, Movies, and Reality”

· 8 Nov - Julie Cowdery, Assistant Education Coordinator, Surratt House, “Meet Mary Surratt, Robert Redford’s Conspirator”  

On a more personal note, I had the privilege of singing with the DAR Chorus at one evening event during Congress, so my dream of performing at Constitution Hall has been realized.  Although the dream from long ago involved me opening for Arlo Guthrie or Mary Travers, and with my hair flowing down to my waist…well, it is still checked off! 

- Deborah Barrett, Newsletter Editor



Montpelier Woods

Homeowners Association, Inc.

Post Office Box 2645

Laurel, MD. 20709

NEXT MWHOA MEETING DATE
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Deerfield Run Community Center

13000 Laurel Bowie Road

Monday, 25 July

  Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m.

Please check www.mwhoa.com

for future meeting dates.

Homeowners are encouraged to attend!
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The 28th National Night Out


An annual crime/drug prevention event, 


FREE food, music, and fun for everyone!


Tuesday 2 August, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
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Need a Neighborhood Teen 


to Mow the Lawn or Babysit? 





Call the McGills!





Jalen will mow your lawn;


�Monique will babysit. 





240-695-2616  ��
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The first National Night Out campaigns were fairly simple, yet popular among the 2.4 million participants. In contrast, last year’s 
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From a different perspective: The walkers in our community have noticed that some homeowners
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