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From the woodpile…President’s Article

On behalf of the board, I would like to thank all homeowners who took the time to vote. We appreciate your confidence and will continue to work on your behalf to keep Montpelier Woods the safe and pleasant community it is to live in. 

Winter is here and though the weather is still fairly mild we should be prepared for harsher times ahead. Staying well stocked on items that can be used in case of a power outage is always wise. Canned food, water, and toilet paper are always some of the first things that disappear from the grocery shelves when bad weather is called for, and these are the very things that can be stored for a period of time. Snow shovels and rock salt will also come in handy when that blizzard sneaks up on us! 

It’s always a good thing to get to know our neighbors, especially since we might need to pull together to shovel snow or make a group emergency run to the store. Another way to look out for each other involves trees in the common areas, and some trees that were leaning hazardously have recently been professionally removed. Before we get into the throes of winter, please call the board with any questions or concerns about common area trees.

Small Steps Lead to Green Savings- Watching and managing energy consumption is a crucial measure for green savings. This applies at home as well as at work. We all live on this earth and we all benefit by trying to help maintain a healthy environment, and it is a way of keeping

money in our pockets as well. You can save $$$ 
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on your energy bill through things as simple as checking the windows and doors for drafts, or just turning off the lights when leaving a room. 

With the holidays just behind us, it’s a new year. Many of us start a New Year’s resolution then are disappointed when it falls to the wayside. Instead of one big resolution, try making smaller changes by picking one thing at a time. Crossing off items on a list of obtainable goals shows progress throughout the year. I call it my “bucket list” for self-improvement. 

Have you been to our website lately? There is information there that can be very useful, e.g. frequently called numbers for County offices, association meeting dates, our Newsletters (in color), Police Tips for safe winter driving, and lots more. If there is something that you would like to see on the website, please let us know; we can be reached at 240-554-2438.

~Donna Harding

Survey Coming for the Common Areas 
The wooded and scenic common areas in Montpelier Woods are for the enjoyment of all homeowners, yet some owners are –unintentionally or by design – using these areas as their own property for purposes such as storing material, building structures, or erecting fences. We have set aside funds in the 2012 budget to have these areas surveyed and will share the results. 

If you are treating any portion of a common area as your own property in this manner, you can be proactive and return the area to common use now, or be alerted after the survey has been completed and given a short period of time to correct the infraction. While we certainly appreciate those who cut the grass in the areas between properties, it is illegal for anyone to restrict a portion of these areas for their personal use. These areas are shared equally by all Montpelier Woods residents. 
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Thanks from our Former President

Many thanks to all the members of the Board and the Committees who served during my tenure as president.  It was with your cooperation, help, and willingness to take on tasks, that we were able to accomplish so much.  

I also want to thank Alda Simpson for all her help during her tenure on the Board, which was cut short due to moving.  And thanks to Liz Hobbins, the newly elected member of the Board, for being 

willing to donate her time to our community.

I look forward to working with Donna Harding, our new president. 

Charlie Kortlang, Vice President
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           NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

          Promoting Harmony and Security

The past year in Montpelier Woods was an average 

year regarding crime.  We had two break-ins; luckily, there was relatively little damage or stolen property.   

In and around our area (District VI) of Prince Georges County, crime has been greatly reduced.  Crime stats

for 2011 show an average 12% drop overall, and major crimes (assault, murder, kidnapping) are down over 

35%.  This continues a 5-year trend of crime reduction.  There have been only two reported crimes in the last 

2 months in our area; one breaking and entering on 

South Laurel Drive and one in Pheasant Run.  
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Remember, crime prevention requires constant vigilance.  If you see something unusual or a situation that could be a criminal act, call the Police at  911 or use the non-emergency number, 301-352-1200. The police need our help to maintain a safe community; 

by helping the police, we help ourselves.

County Police have installed 22 radar cameras on highways near schools and/or construction sites. The 
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goal is to have 72 cameras in place by September 2012, and some of them will be moving over time. They operate from 6 am to 8 pm, Monday through Friday when school is in session, though other jurisdictions in the County have set different hours.  The cameras now 

in place cited 38,903 drivers between September and November, earning over $3 million. This is another reason to watch your speed out there. But the primary one is watching out for children at play, plus our other neighbors. Remember, the speed limit here is 25 mph. 

We are in the winter season, when extra precautions are sometimes necessary.  At our web site are many good tips for safe winter driving.  There are also many useful tips on burglary prevention, general safety tips, as well 

as auto theft and fraud prevention, all under the category Police Tips. Check them out at WWW.MWHOA.COM

As we begin another year as members of the Neighbor-hood Watch program, let’s aim for a crime free 2012.  

Be careful, and drive safely.

Dale Good, Neighborhood Watch Chairman
* * * * * * * *

News you can use: Water and Ice

With winter comes a drop in temperature to freezing and below.  Those of us who grew up in the colder states learned early on the harsh lessons of leaving exposed water lines full of water, but we still don’t always think about it until it’s below freezing…

The outside water faucets, or “hose bibs” as they are called, should have been drained by now.  Remember that you won’t know if there’s a burst pipe until after it gets warmer, because the pipe won’t usually leak until it thaws out.

To drain an outside water faucet:

· Locate the inside shutoff valve and turn it off

· Go outside and open the outside faucet, let the water flow until it stops

· If it doesn’t stop, open and close the inside shutoff valve again

· Then open the drain on the inside shutoff valve (if your valve has one), using a small cup to catch the water

· CLOSE THE DRAIN ON THE INSIDE SHUTOFF VALVE

Keep the outside faucet open all winter. If you see water leaking, it’s coming from the inside valve. 

Come springtime: 

· Close the outside faucet

· Slowly open the interior shutoff valve 

· Open the outside faucet and let the water run until it’s clear

· Close the faucet

          As a final tip, everyone in the house should 

          know where all the shutoffs are, whether    

          they are in the ceiling, the basement, or walls.

          Since you don’t want to be figuring out what

          shuts off what when there is a problem, putting 

         an identifying tag on the shutoffs means you can 

         find the right one and shut off it off quickly.
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   MWHOA Financial Update
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Balance Sheet

   As of 10/31/11

  Assets

  Bank, Savings & Investment Accounts

  Checking Account at

     Bank of America

$  7,599.60

  Money Market - E-Trade 
$16,558.72

  CD - Risk Free - Bank of Am
$  9,329.46

  CD - Reg. - Bank of Am 
$40,767.81
  CDs account - E*Trade 
                       $0.00

  Other Assets

Assessments receivable 

$ 1,596.81

Late fees receivable 

$    465.00

Legal fee receivable

$  2,050.00 

Liened amounts receivable
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$ 1,461.24

Certified mailing cost/

  NSF receivable 

 $   322.81

Lien recording costs receiv.
 $1,802.68

Total Assets 

         $ 81,954.13
Liabilities and Owners Equity

Prepaid Owner Assessments          $     86.00

Owners Equity 

            $81,868.13
Total Liabilities and 

Owners Equity 
         $ 81,954.13

     Our budget for 2012 is based on our actual expenses for 2011.  We expect receipts and expenditures to be about the same in 2012, 

except for one line item. The MWHOA Board is

planning on having the common areas surveyed,

which will be a significant one-time cost for this budget year.  Please see the article on page 1 for details on the survey. Note that just like 2011, the community assessment is still $50.
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RECEIPTS

Household Assessments

$17,400

Late Fee Income

      
       645

Resale Packages

      
       135

Interest Received

       360

Other



       400

Total Receipts


$18,940
EXPENSES

Web Site


$     100

Printing


    
    1,000

Postage & Mailing

    1,100

Grounds Maintenance

    5,000

Beautification


       200

Insurance


    2,045

Telephone


       165

Office Supplies

       
       100

Taxes



       350

Legal Fees


    1,000

Bank Fees & Charges

           0

Community Function                            200

Meeting Room Rental

       720

Post Office Box

                     140

Other



       500

Survey Common Areas
                16,246

Total Expenses

               $28,866
Net Income (loss)

  $ (9,926)
You can help us keep our costs low by paying your $50 assessment promptly.  Lawyers’ fees to pursue delinquent homeowners are quite expensive. If you have difficulty or other issues in paying your assessment on time, please contact 

the Board.     

It’s been a pleasure to serve you as Treasurer. 

-Paula Oas, Treasurer

* * * * * * * * * * * *
Dog Park Proposal Update 

Images are not displayed
Display Images  
Sadly, we have ended our efforts to establish a dog park on the property adjacent to the Montpelier Woods tot lot. There was some positive feedback, but there were also strong concerns about having increased traffic, noise, and potential smells so close to houses on Snowden Road. Although we felt we could mitigate most other issues, the location was a non-starter.  
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Mary Lehman, our county council representative, offered to help, but since we did not get anything near a groundswell of support from the residents, this would not have been a good use of her time. 
We appreciate all the support received, and at least hope to see more of our canine neighbors and their humans at the Maryland City dog park.    
     




DogParkMWoods@gmail.com
* * * * * * * * * * * * *
Beautification Committee Note

THANKS to everyone who has helped keep our community clean this past year.  I know we all have very busy schedules, but every bit helps. The spring newsletter will have the dates for our community cleanup; this is a great way to meet new neighbors, get some exercise, and make our area a little nicer all at the same time – and you don’t need a discount coupon to get this great deal!   

[image: image16.wmf]I need your advice about seasonal decorations and planting around the community signs. While they certainly make this look like the welcoming community that it is, the wreaths were stolen once again. This is discouraging because this kind of decoration is put there for us all to enjoy, not just the thief and his/her family. And yes, this is theft – if you see someone removing decorations from the signs, call 911 – while that may seem like overkill, it is a crime and it is in progress. Please get the tag number if you can without putting yourself at risk. 

Do you like the seasonal decorations? Please let the Board know, and any suggestions on keeping them secure would be appreciated as well. If you don’t like them, let us know that too. Planning has begun for 2012; now is the time to let your voice be heard.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy New Year,
Betty Ann Kortlang, Beautification Committee
* * * * * * * * * * * * *
THINGS TO DO IN 

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY
Dinosaurs Invade the Mansion
Saturday 3 March – 29 April, 11-4 daily
In this Dinosaur Park exhibition, you can see the remains of dinosaurs, plants, and early mammals from Laurel's own 100 million year old fossils. 

Montpelier Mansion                     301-377-7818

Fee: $3 adults, $2 seniors 60+, $1 for ages 5-18

Spring Big Band Showcase, at U. MD
13 and 14 March, 7:30 pm   *FREE*
Join the University Jazz Bands in a concert featuring jazz standards and premieres of pieces by UMD alumni and current students.    

Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center’s Kay Theatre www.claricesmithcenter.umd.edu  301-405-ARTS 

CAA Women’s Basket Ball Championship
8 and 9 March - four games at 12, 2:30, 5:00, and 7:30;

10 March at 12 and 2:30;  11 March final at 12:30

[image: image17.wmf]Teams from the NCAA women's Colonial Athletic Association will be battling it out over 11 games in 4 days; one will go on to the Women’s NCAA Championship. 

    The Show Place Arena, 

    14900 Pennsylvania Ave.  Upper Marlboro, MD 

    301-952-7999, box office number is 301-952-7900

Tickets: $12, $7 ages 5-17, 62+, or $38 for all 11 games
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5445 Landover Rd., Cheverly, MD 20784

301-277-1710; TTY 301-277-0312

NIMBAYA! Women Master Drummers of Guinea
[image: image18.wmf]Fri 3 February at 10:15 am & noon plus 4 Feb at 8 pm

[image: image19.wmf]performances have won international awards and made them role models throughout Africa for women trying break through age-old social barriers to independence and economic freedom.

  Tickets: Fri: $6 each; $5 per person in groups of 15+

  Sat 4 Feb:  $20 each; $15 per person in groups of 15+              

                     or seniors, students & DancePass holders

History Of Hip-Hop
7 February, 10:10 am & noon
Illstyle & Peace Productions, Philadelphia’s young multicultural hip-hop dance company, travels worldwide bringing a positive message of individual expression. They present the history of hip-hop with jaw-dropping dance, audience participation, compelling Q&A session. Tickets: $6 each, $5 per person in groups of 15 or more
* * * * * * * 

Smithsonian Associates Discovery Theatre: The Greatest Stories Never Told: How Old Is A Hero? Young People Of The Civil Rights Movement
15 February (10:30 am)
This inspirational play explores the power of youth and three courageous heroes who helped shape history. 

   Harmony Hall Regional Center,   

   10701 Livingston Rd.  

Fort  Washington, MD 20744      

   301-292-2839                      Tickets: $5 per person

 From the Editor’s Desk: [image: image3.wmf]
    Any aspiring novelists out there?  On 14 February 

the Governor Robert Bowie Chapter, NSDAR, will host Alden O’Brien, Curator of textiles at the DAR Museum, to discuss her research and findings in a talk on “Sylvia's Diary, Unraveling the Mysteries of a Federal-Era Journal.” 

    DAR Docent Katy Wirin will treat us to “Myth or Truth, Stories We’ve Heard about Early America” on 13 March. And on 10 April, Vince Vaise from the National Park Service at Fort McHenry will share “Secrets of the American Flag.” 

Come to the Belair Mansion, 12207 Tulip Grove Drive, Bowie, MD  (301-809-3089), between 7:30 and 8:30 pm. You are cordially invited to the memorable series of lectures, plus engaging Q&A. For details on the DAR, you can check out http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdbcdar/index.htm 
or email DARgrbRegent@gmail.com                

   Would you like to give back, and get far more than you give? There is a real need for volunteer Math and Reading tutors for the Student, Teachers Achievement Retention (STARS) program at the Woodland Job Corps. Job Corps is at 3300 Ft. Meade Rd, just off the Parkway, before you get to Rt 32. Want to join the STARS team? Contact Gloria Coliton, STARS Coordinator at 301-362-6045 or Coliton.Gloria@jobcorps.org  You’ll be glad you did!  
   I’ve mentioned before that one  of the benefits of tutoring is the STARS appreciation dinner, and this little photo just may tempt you a bit… Yet the main benefit comes from the students, students who not only ask to be tutored but are also interviewed before being accepted into STARS. 

They are not only motivated but also very much appreciate your knowedge as well as your personal interest. This is a great return on investment!
I hope to see you there,

- Deborah Barrett, Newsletter Editor
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Welcome to our New Neighbors 





Thank you for joining us in Montpelier Woods!
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NEXT MWHOA MEETING DATE





�





Deerfield Run Community Center


13000 Laurel Bowie Road





Monday, 23 January





Meetings begin at 7:30 pm





Please check www.mwhoa.com


for future meeting dates.





Homeowners are encouraged to attend!
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This world famous women’s drum 


and dance company break ancient traditions by playing the instruments, singing the songs, and performing the dances that for centuries were done only by men. Their energy-driven
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Monica Solomon  - 11201 Basswood Terrace��Juan Centeno & 


 Fiorella Yreimon  - 11503 Basswood Ct





Michelle Chuisano - 10316 Balsamwood Ct.


�Samuel & 


Jolomi Oshiberu - 11903 Bristolwood Terrace


�Gary & Sandra Sims - 11902 Blackwood Ct.�


* * * * * * * *
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