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From the woodpile…President’s Article

   Spring is here!  All of those gardening, and lawn chores have been piling up over the winter, and that is on our minds...but the first thing to do now that the weather is a little more cooperative is: check the condition of your garage door.

   Taken for granted, the garage door can sure cause a pile of headaches.

  Check all the nuts and bolts for tightness. 

· These include those in the door, the track, and the overhead drive mechanism. 

· Tighten any fastener that has become loosened.  

· Do not over tighten the bolts and crush the door material!
   Lubrication is highly recommended to keep your door healthy.  Check what the door manufacturer recommends.

· The tracks, drive chain (if present),  guide wheels, and hinges should all be lubricated.
   While you are at it, check the sensors that control your door.  

· The limit switches determine how far    to open and close the door.  

· The safety reverse mechanism protects people or animals that may be struck    by a closing door.  
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   If you don’t feel comfortable maintaining your overhead garage door, contact an overhead door company to do so.  

   NOTE that you should never attempt to tighten the lift assist springs.  There is a lot of torque stored in the springs and this task should be done by a professional.  
-Charles Kortlang

Some Safety Tips

   We spend considerable time and expense to turn our house into a home. And, because we spend a lot of time at home, it’s no surprise that most personal injuries occur there. 

   Did you know the kitchen stove is one of the leading causes of home fires? Loose clothing (especially hanging sleeves), or leaving potholders or paper towels around the stove, can pose a hazard. And it’s easy to be distracted when you are cooking.

   Here are a couple tips to avoid contributing to these statistics:

Install smoke detectors in your home.  That’s detectors, plural: install more than one.  Change the batteries every time you change your clocks. 

Let everyone know what a detector going off sounds like.  The directions for placement are in the box, and it only takes two screws to install.  

Smoke detectors save lives. For more info see http://www.firemarshal.state.md.us/smoked.htm  

While you are at it, get at least one carbon monoxide detector.  While carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas, carbon monoxide will kill you,  and you will never even know it. Check the box  for installation directions.  Check this out: http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/fire/safety%20education/carbonmonoxide.html
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Purchase, and mount a number of portable fire extinguishers in your home.  All purpose, or   “class ABC,” extinguishers are the best all-around extinguishers for the home.  Every capable person in your home should know how to use one: go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BLjoWjCrDqg
All three of these items can be picked up at any hardware store.

Practice Exit Drills In The Home (E.D.I.T.H.) Make a plan and practice it: everyone must know how to get out of the house in an emergency and where to assemble. Under no circumstances should anyone re-enter a building that is on fire, or could have elevated carbon monoxide levels.  

Assemble, or purchase a first aid kit that supports the level of care that you or family members can provide.  Just a few band-aids is not a first aid kit.
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH - Towards a safe, secure community where good neighbors help each other.  
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During the last 3 months there has been only one reported criminal incident in Montpelier Woods -- a theft from a property on Bignonia Drive.  Please continue to help your neighbors and your family secure your home and auto.  

In the northern end of Prince Georges County there has been an increase in theft from auto, and residential breaking and entering.  As the weather gets warmer, the criminal activity seems to increase in these categories, and about 90% of these crimes occur in the daytime. 

That reminds me…we need Block Captains on Basswood Drive, Basswood Terrace, Black-wood Court, and Balsamwood Terrace.  

You can help your family and neighbors in a      big way with a small time investment: a 1-hour orientation session, and the time it takes to make initial contact with your neighbors to encourage participation in the Neighborhood Watch Program.  All materials will be supplied. How easy is that?

Please volunteer by calling Dale Good at 301-498-3780. And help take a bite out of crime!
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questions about recent events.  The meeting lasts about 1 hour, and is held at the PG Police District VI Satellite Office next to the Sapphire Restaurant in the Town Center Shopping Center.  It may be called “Senior Coffee,” but everyone is welcome.

Security Tips.  Check the MWHOA web site for a listing of useful tips from the PG Police to help prevent crime and help secure your property.  The topics include: How to reduce theft from auto, Home Security Survey, Residential Burglary Prevention, Safety tips on home, auto, telephone, General safety and Winter driving tips.  Check it out at:  www.mwhoa.com/SecurityTips
This kind of information, along with crime statistics, is typical of what neighborhood watch members receive from the Block Captain.

Concerned citizens and the District VI Police COPS squad have created a Child ID Package that is designed to educate the parent and child on how to avoid being abducted, plus a free and confiden-tial identification kit. You can record your child’s vital statistics and finger-prints, and keep the data at home, until you provide the information to law enforcement. Hopefully it will never be needed, but you’ll have it nonetheless.  MWHOA is planning  an event, but you can complete a Kit on 16 April: details are at http://www.pgparks.com/page31274. aspx   For prevention tips, http://www.childidpro gram.com/the-id-kit/prevention-tips

Finally, I encourage everyone in the community to report to the PG Police, any person who appears to not be part of the community and whose activity 

is not normal.  Call 911 for an emergency, for a non-emergency call 301-333-4000.

Dale Good, Neighborhood Watch Chairman

* * * * * * * * * * *
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MWHOA Financial Update
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       Balance Sheet

          As of 1/31/11
Assets

  Bank, Savings & Investment Accounts

  Checking Account at

          Bank of America

 $ 13,304.15

  Money Market - E-Trade 
  $18,628.02

  CD - Risk Free - Bank of Am      $ 9,280.24

  CD - Reg. - Bank of Am 
  $30,569.81
  CDs account - E*Trade 
          $0.00
  Other Assets

Assessments receivable 

$ 1,653.81

Late fees receivable 

$    480.00

Legal fee receivable

 $2,150.00

Liened amounts receivable

  for pre-2005 


$ 1,461.24

Certified mailing cost/

  NSF receivable 

 $   322.81

Lien recording costs receiv.
 $1,802.68
Total Assets 

           $79, 652.76
  Liabilities and Owners Equity

Prepaid Owner Assessments 
$      22.00

Owners Equity 


$79,630.76

Total Liabilities and 
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Owners Equity 
           $ 79,652.76



  -- Paula Oas
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* * * * * * * * * * *

Spring Sprucing

Spring has arrived and it’s time to spruce our homes up.  Walking thru the neighborhood I have seen that winter has left all of us with lawns that 

have taken a beating.  Weekly lawn debris pick-up will resume on April 15th. 
The best way to keep the value of your home at top dollar is by keeping your property looking clean and fresh. Another is being aware of vacant homes, or neighbors on vacation, and help keep these houses from looking unoccupied.

Unfortunately, the paper carriers are still delivering to many of the vacant homes.  If you live 
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next to one, please pick up the papers and recycle them.  This is one way to help keep our neighborhood looking good: it’s the little things that make your home, and our community, look as welcoming as it is.

* * * * * * * * * * *

Words of Wisdom from Corporal Woody
Here are five easy steps to reduce your chances       of becoming a victim of theft from auto. It’s worth noting that your insurance company will not cover items stolen from your vehicle that were not permanently attached, or are aftermarket products.

· Park your vehicle in a well-lighted area.

· Make sure you remove all items of value.

· If you have a portable GPS, make sure you wipe the ring shape off of your windshield or dash. This will avoid the impression that there’s a GPS hidden in your vehicle.

· Lock the doors, and roll up the windows.

· If you have a vehicle alarm, activate it.

* * * * * * * * * * *
Meet and Greet

Bring your family to the neighborhood "Meet   and Greet" on Sunday April 17th. This is a great opportunity for neighbors to get to know each other, chat, compare notes, and just have fun while enjoying light refreshments. We hold the festivities at the park on the Snowden Rd entrance to the neighborhood. The kids always have fun at the park.           Donna Harding, Vice President
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Super Yard Sale at Baysox Stadium
Saturday, April 9, 7:30 AM — 1:00 PM

(rain date: Sunday, April 10)

4101 NE Crain Hwy, Bowie 20716

Single parking space is $99, double is $168,

For a commercial/home business, fee is $129
Reserve your space and pay by 8 April

Details? Maryland Pennysaver or (301) 805-6000.

** Look for an article on the Super Yard Sale in the next newsletter ! **



***************
THINGS TO DO IN 
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Dinosaur Park is the site of fossil deposits from the Cretaceous Period (144 to 65 million years ago). Signs tell the story of dinosaurs, early plants, and industry.  See http://www.pgparks.com/Things_To_Do/Nature/ Dinosaur_Park.htm
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   The nature center has live animal displays of native owls, hawks, reptiles, and amphibians plus indoor and outdoor ponds, and a songbird feeding area. Don’t miss the squirrel gym. Enjoy 6 miles of easy-to-follow trails.

  Call about campfires, hikes, puppet shows, and more.
[image: image24.png]


      [image: image3.png]



   Hear live music. Indulge in tea and scones in the elegant South Wing. Find the perfect Mothers’ Day gift among over 30 vendors on the mansion grounds. Kids can play old-fashioned games, dress up in colonial costume, see a live animal exhibit, and more. FREE

** ** ** **
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5445 Landover Rd., Cheverly, MD 20784

301-277-1710; TTY 301-277-0312

http://arts.pgparks.com/Our_Facilities/Publick_Playhouse.htm


The Dallas Black Dance Theatre’s annual visit is a highlight of the area dance season. The website has times and prices for the lecture/demo and evening workshops between Wednesday 27 April and Friday the 29th.  Plus performances  on Friday night and Saturday afternoon!


**********

Here’s a sampling of the many programs available at the Smithsonian Resident Associate Program, just a Metro ride away, in Washington D.C.  For details, see the website at 

http://residentassociates.org/ticketing/tickets/Lectures.asp

Storytelling and Native American Cultural Memory 

Thursday, 21 April, 6:45 - 8:30 pm
    Scholar George Scheper and storyteller Dovie Thomason tell how the indigenous nations of Native America preserved their histories through oral tradition. Presentations and performance illustrate how local landscapes prompt stories about the past.


Spies in our Skies!

Wednesday, May 25, 6:45 - 9:00 pm
    Real aerial spying is not like what’s seen in the movies. Space historian Dwayne Day talks about the real deal, with a focus on the development of spy satellites during the Cold War. Learn about the history of aerial spying and today’s systems.
The Armchair Egyptologist

Saturday, June 4 - 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Explore sites that hold the secrets of the pharaohs and their queens, even one 
From the Editor’s Desk:       
   If you like American History, the Daughters of the American Revolution sponsor fascinating programs from September to April at the Belair Mansion   in Bowie. The Mansion is on Tulip Grove Drive, just 10-15 minutes down Rt 197. The programs are on the second Tuesday of the month, and start at 7:30 PM.

Some past topics have included: espionage during the American War of Independence, Colonial dances and songs, the Star-Spangled Banner Geo Trail (http://www.nps.gov/ stsp/geotrail.htm), the Baltimore fire of 1904, Horseracing in Maryland, Women in the Trades in the 18th Century, personal stories from the author of “From Desert Storm to Iraqi Freedom: One Soldier’s Story,” and several genealogical issues of interest. 

If you have an ancestor who was a Revolutionary War patriot or supporter, you might want to consider becoming a member as well as check out the programs. See http://www.dar.org/  for details on membership then –for that personal touch–contact the Regent of the Governor Robert Bowie Chapter at DARgrbRegent@gmail.com.


The April program is listed in this newsletter. Look for more in the next one: even more interesting topics are planned for after the summer break!
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Woodland Job Corps, and there is a real need for Math and Reading tutors. Job Corps is at 3300 Ft. Meade Rd, just off the Parkway, before you get to Rt 32. Contact Gloria Coliton, STARS Coordinator at Woodland Job Corps Center 301-362-6045 or Coliton.Gloria@jobcorps.org 

Tutoring is one-on-one, Mondays and Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:30 for two 45-minute sessions. Many of the tutors are retirees and travel from time to time, others work full time, some come to one session, others to both. If we can’t come to a session, we just let Gloria know. No problem. Gloria and the students and appreciate the time 

we can be there. Come and make a difference!

Deborah Barrett, Editor




Montpelier Woods

Homeowners Association, Inc.

Post Office Box 2645

Laurel, MD. 20709


NEXT MWHOA MEETING DATE

Deerfield Run Community Center

13000 Laurel Bowie Road

Monday, 25 April

  Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m.

Please check www.mwhoa.com

for future meeting dates.

Homeowners are encouraged

 to attend!

An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure, but knowing what to do in an emergency is priceless.
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** CALLING ALL RESIDENTS **





Spring Meet & Greet





Sunday, 17 April, 2 - 4 pm  








At the park and playground, Snowden Rd.�FREE refreshments!  Y’all come!�








Look Inside For:





* President’s Article


* Neighborhood Watch


* Financial Update 


* Articles of Interest


*  Things to do


* From the Editor


* Tower FCU Offer
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Coffee With COPS.  Every first Thursday of the month at 1:00 p.m. there is a “Senior Coffee with COPS.” This is an opportunity to hear about current police activities and ask  





  **MARK YOUR CALENDARS**





      Meet-and-Greet at the Park 





                Sunday, 17 April, 2-4  pm


(rain date 1 May)





                                    Plus





       Annual Community Clean up





Saturday, 30 April (rain date, May 7th)





Meet in the park at 9AM.


We’ll give you gloves, garbage bags, and grippers.  You can sign up at the meet-and-greet.





 If you have large household items too big for general garbage pick up, call PG County for a special pick up.  
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Interested in an MWHOA event one Saturday this summer at the Baysox stadium?? Check the website for details and make your views known!
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Dinosaur Park – in Laurel !


Park hours: daily, dawn to dusk Public programs 1st & 3rd Saturdays, 12 - 4 PM


13200 block, Mid-Atlantic Blvd. 301-627-7755; TTY 301-699-2544





Watkins Nature Center


Mondays-Saturdays, 8:30 am-5 pm


Sundays & Holidays, 11 am-4 pm


301 Watkins Park Dr., Upper Marlboro


 301-218-6702; TTY 301-699-2544





Montpelier Festival of Herbs, Tea and the Arts – 15th year


Saturday, 30 April 10 am-4 pm


301-377-7817; TTY 301-699-2544
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  Annual Easter Egg Hunt 


   Snowden Hill Manor


  25 April, 11 am- noon 


   Outdoor egg hunt plus entertainment. 


  Ages 2-10. Fee: $1 for residents.


  Pre-registration required. (301) 725-6037








Ballet Folklorico Mexico �Sunday 1 May at 4 pm 


Monday 2 May, 10:15 am & noon�This spellbinding ballet spans the history and cultures of Mexico. It features lavish, flamboyant costumes  including spectacular 6-foot head-dresses. All ages welcome.  











Belair Mansion 


“Conservation of Bees in Bowie” 


Tuesday, 12 April, 7:30 – 8:30


    12207 Tulip Grove Dr., Bowie 


(301) 809-3089       FREE
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queen who ruled as a king! Egypto-logist Bob Brier highlights the stories and mysteries of ancient Egypt.























Interested in volunteering? Students keep coming to work with the Student, Teachers, Achievement Retention (STARS) Tutors at the
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