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February 27, 2007
Prince George’s County
Board of License Commissioners

County Service Building
5012 Rhode Island Avenue, Room 204
Hyattsville, MD 20781

Dear Sir or Madam:


On behalf of a unanimous Board of Directors of the Montpelier Woods Homeowners Association, I am writing to protest the continuation and renewal of the liquor license granted to J’s Sports Café which is located off Route 197 (Laurel-Bowie Road) at Crystal Plaza.  Montpelier Woods is a quiet and peaceful community of 348 single family homes also located off Route 197 within 1 mile of J’s Sports Café.  Most members of our Board have lived in Montpelier Woods for more than a dozen years.  Many of our homeowners have lived here for a similarly long period of time.  Our U.S. post office is located two doors away from J’s Sports Cafe.  Similarly, our closest pharmacy, gas station, restaurants and grocery store also are located in the same Plaza that contains J’s Sports Café.  Because of our close proximity to J’s Sports Café, and because our community members rely on the businesses located in that Plaza, the activities that take place at that location have a significant and undeniable impact on our community.   

You are, no doubt, aware of the third slaying within two years that took place in front of J’s Sports Café in late January 2007 among Café patrons following a nightclub performance there. We have been informed that the murder occurred despite the presence of the security force hired by the Café’s owners.  

You may not be aware that the atmosphere created by J’s Sports Café in the evenings is deterring the normal daily activities our community members need to do in the vicinity. The continuation of a liquor license for that establishment has become a growing concern to our community members.  The patrons who loiter outside the Café cause justified uneasiness to members of our community who have a legitimate need to be nearby.  Our community members should not be forced to avoid this otherwise acceptable commercial area because of fear for their safety.  
The mere fact that our Association is taking the unusual step of writing to protest the license renewal indicates the seriousness of our concern.  The undesirable and criminal activities linked with J’s Sports Café are contrary to the standards and values we have long maintained in our community.   If you were you to renew the license of J’s Sports Café, we believe you would be failing to promote the health, welfare, safety and protection of the people in our community.  

We therefore protest the continuation and renewal of the liquor license for J’s Sports Café.  We have just become aware that you have scheduled a “show cause” hearing regarding J’s Sports Café on March 7, 2007.  We submit that you will have cause to revoke the liquor license of that establishment at that time after hearing the concerns of all parties who represent local interests in addition to the Café owners.  If you would like to contact our Association concerning this letter, please call 301-362-2353.




Sincerely,





Leroy Pipersburgh




President and Montpelier Woods HOA
Board Member

cc: 
Franklin D. Jackson, Chairman
Shaihi Mwalimu, Vice Chairman
Armando Camacho, Commissioner
Earl Howard, Commissioner
David D. Son, Commissioner
Senator Douglas J.J. Peters

Senator James Rosapepe

Delegate James Hubbard


Delegate Gerron Levi

Delegate Barbara Frush

Delegate Joseline Peña-Melnyk

Delegate Ben Barnes

County Councilman Thomas Dernoga
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