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The Wood Box (President’s Article)

Board Election – Season’s Greetings and a Happy New Year to all.  We begin the New Year with our Board of Directors team, as indicated above in the heading, in place to carry on the business of the Association.  We welcome Leroy Pipersburgh to the Board as a result of the election in October.  The election results are posted on our website.  We also want to extend our many thanks to Alfred Vasco, Jr. for his service during the past year on the Board of Directors.  We greatly appreciate the support of the members who voted during the election.

Beautification - During the last several months there has been considerable work completed at the two entrances of Montpelier Woods.  We expect the blooms to be very colorful in the spring and summer.  I am always surprised, as I drive around our community, by the quality and beauty of the lawns and well kept shrubbery.  I believe this community pride is one of the strong points of our neighborhood.

Bulk Trash - Recently there have been several complaints about trash piled on the curb or in the street.  In accordance with our Architectural Guidelines, bulk trash moved from homes for pickup by County contractors should only be placed at curbside the night before the scheduled pickup date.  Everyone’s cooperation is necessary to maintain the good appearance of our community. The County Bulk Trash pickup office number is 301-952-7600.  It can also be found on our website’s Frequently Called Numbers list.

   Board of Directors:

   President

      Dale Good

   Vice President
      Carol Hayes


Treasurer 

      Anita Klein

Secretary

      Charles Kortlang

Members at Large
      Leroy Pipersburgh

How to Reach the MWHOA Board


Address: 

     Post Office Box 2645





     Laurel, MD. 20709



Voice Mail:

     (301)362-2353



E-mail:
 
      mwhoa@hotmail.com

Web Site

      www.mwhoa.com

Newsletter Editor 
      Carol Hayes

 MWHOA does not necessarily endorse advertisers’     products and services.

No Soliciting – Recently questions have been raised about the community’s no soliciting policy as indicated on the signs as you enter Montpelier Woods.  The policy and signs have been in effect for many years.  So, with the exception of the Girl Scouts selling cookies, if you see someone soliciting, you can assume they have not been granted permission by the Board.  Every member of the community may ask solicitors to leave the community. You can also direct their attention to the signs at the entrance of the community.  Further, you may call the County Police at 301-937-0910 to ask them to respond and cite the solicitors.  The police must respond and find the solicitors in the neighborhood to issue a citation.  Calling the Homeowners Association will not cause action against the solicitor.  However, the Association is interested in a call, so that we may follow-up on actions taken or not taken by the police.  It has been the experience of past and present Board Members that 90% of solicitors leave immediately without argument, when asked to do so by any member of the community.  Most solicitors do not have a proper county license and are not interested in drawing attention to their business.



              - Dale Good
********************
“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said; people will forget what you did; but people will never forget how you made them feel.”




- Maya Angelou
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FROM THE TREASURER …

                     Balance Sheet

                     As of 12/31/06

Assets

Bank, Savings & Investment Accts.

Checking Acct. – Bnk. of Amer.     $ 3,787.81      Reserves Account


       0.00
      Money Market - Chevy Chase
 4,604.62
      Money Market * E-Trade                   8,841.67  

      CDs account – E*Trade                    16,000.00
Other Assets   


         Assessments Receivable
               $    839.58
         Late Fees Receivable                              225.00
         Legal Fee Receivable                              940.00
         Liened Amt. Receivable pre-2005        1,461.24
         Certified Mailing/NSF Receivable
         143.51
         Lien costs receivable for 2005 dues        947.65

         Lien costs receivable for 2006 dues        426.60

             Total Assets

              $38,217.68
Liabilities & Owners Equity

      Funds

            Reserve Fund

              $        0.00
      Other Liabilities

             Prepaid Owner Assessments              180.35   

       Loans         


                        0.00      

       Owners Equity

                38,037.33
  Total Liabilities & Owners Equity     $38,217.68
Having come to the end of my first year as MWHOA Treasurer, I wanted to report to the membership about where the Association stands financially at this point on time.  Happily, our receipts exceeded our expenses by approximately $4000 for the year ended 12/31/06.  That result did not come without effort. In 2006, we lowered our expenses wherever possible.  We assertively sought payment of homeowners’ dues and therefore had to refer fewer accounts to our attorneys for collections and liens. In addition, the Association starting earning more interest by moving our savings out of the checking and savings accounts and into Certificates of Deposit which are laddered to maintain liquidity while earning the higher rates of interest.  As a result, we were able to do a bit better than breaking even as of the end of the year.  

In 2007, however, expenses are projected to exceed the receipts by at least $6000.  That amount will be covered by the Association’s current savings.  
At its December meeting, the Board approved the following Budget for 2007.
MWHOA Budget 2007
	RECEIPTS

	Household Assessments
	18,127.32

	Special Assessment
	0.00

	Resale Packages
	100.00

	Interest Received
	200.00

	Other (advertising)
	200.00

	Total Receipts
	18627.32


	EXPENSES

	Web Site
	0.00

	Printing
	900.00

	Postage & Mailing
	1200.00

	Grounds Maintenance
	10400.00

	Beautification
	500.00

	Insurance
	2100.00

	Telephone
	400.00

	Office Supplies
	150.00

	Taxes
	200.00

	Legal Fees
	6000.00

	Bank Fees & Charges
	70.00

	Community Function
	2000.00

	Post Office Box
	110.00

	Other
	500.00

	Total Expenses
	24530.00

	
	

	Net Income (Loss)
	(5902.68)


The increased expenses are largely because more money needs to be devoted to “Grounds Maintenance.”  This category includes not only the grass cutting and leaf raking in the grassy Common Areas, but also the more costly work in the wooded Common Areas.  The necessary tree work there is to prevent dead, uprooting and dying trees from landing on people, yards, fences and structures in the neighborhood.  We have been advised that the black pine trees, which are pervasive in many of our Common Areas, are reaching the end of their life cycle.  As a result, we are now facing a significant annual expenditure for removing hazardous trees.  We are hoping that the $10,400 budgeted in 2007 for this work will suffice.  The Board is aware, however, that the necessary work may exceed that amount.
We also have added money back into the budget for some community events.  The consensus of the homeowners who attended the annual meeting when elections took place, and of the Board, was that the community needs more opportunities to gather and act as a community.  The Board therefore placed a $2000 item in the budget for 2007 to allow those to occur.
                -   Anita Klein, Treasurer

Coming soon!   
We will be placing signs in our front yards to identify where Board members live.
FROM THE BOARD…
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WATCH YOUR SPEED

Did you notice the radar speed trailers that were placed on Snowden Road and Basswood Drive?  They were provided by the County Department of Public Works at the Board’s request after many homeowners’ complaints.  Please slow down and observe the speed limit in our community.  The Board also has requested additional police presence to address the speeding issue. 

WILL THE PATUXENT WILDLIFE PROJECT AFFECT YOU?

Some homeowners may have noticed the commencement of the Patuxent Wildlife project which came to the Board’s attention when a large group of trees were chopped down beyond the guard rail at the dead end on Snowden Road.   This is a project to connect the Patuxent Wildlife Refuge north of us with the water and sewer services of WSSC.  On December 7th, the Board participated in a meeting, together with the homeowners who live at that end of Snowden Road, to assess the impact on the neighborhood.  We were able to meet with representatives of the Patuxent Wildlife Refuge, WSSC and the engineers and independent contractors who are working on this project.  

The primary impact of the project in the community should be on the five homes on Snowden closest to the dead end.  These homes will be affected when about 100 yards at that end of Snowden Road are dug up to lay the new pipes.  We have been assured that there will be no disruption to traffic flow in that area during the entire project.  In addition, Patuxent Wildlife has committed to planting native, fast-growing foliage immediately after the completion of the project to shield the view of the community from the small structure being built on their property and to restore some of the earlier natural appearance.  

In addition, during hookup of the new water line, there will be no water service to homes on that end of Snowden Road as well as homes on Bristolwood Court and Bristolwood Terrace.  It is estimated that the cutoff in water will occur no sooner than the middle of January and that it should not last more than one day from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  WSSC will notify the affected homes at least 48 hours in advance of the water being turned off.  Please call the Board immediately if that is not the case.  A word of caution: after the water is turned back on, remember that the water that runs out of each of your faucets at first may be less than clean and clear.  Similarly, the water for that first load of laundry you do afterwards may be unclean – so avoid putting in your whites before you assess the situation!
TRAFFIC LIGHT DECISION

The state Highway Department, after a lengthy review of the intersection at Basswood Drive and Route 197, has denied the Association’s request for a traffic signal light to be installed there.  The Department has decided that signs will suffice to minimize the risks presented by speedy traffic rounding the curve just before the Basswood entrance to our neighborhood.  If weather permits, a new set of signs will be installed in January along Route 197 to improve driver awareness when approaching that intersection.

************************

Selling your home?   Call the MWHOA Treasurer at 301-604-9024 for HOA documents prior to closing.

RECOGNITION AWARDS
The Board has been inspired by the many people in the community who enhance the neighborhood by taking good care of their homes and yards. Accordingly, we have renewed a custom from many years ago.  To show our appreciation, Certificates of Recognition are being awarded to families (excluding Board members) who beautify our community either through outstanding seasonal decorations or through exceptional landscaping and lawn care.  On December 18th, Board members toured our entire neighborhood of 348 homes.  Listed below are those who received the awards for their terrific outdoor seasonal decorations.  Look for us next in late summer.  


[image: image1]
NEWSLETTER VIA E-MAIL?
To conserve Association money and resources, the Board is asking all homeowners to consider whether you would prefer to receive this newsletter via e-mail instead of via the U.S. mail.  If you would like to receive it as a Word attachment to an e-mail, please call the Association’s phone number listed on the first page and leave a message on the voicemail telling us your name, street address, phone number and your family’s e-mail addresses.  (Please spell each e-mail address to eliminate confusion.)  We’ll send you a confirming e-mail to be sure we’re truly in touch with you. Please be aware that if you decide to get the Newsletters via e-mail, you will need to remember to notify us of any change in your e-mail address.

LEAF PICKUP & YARD WASTE

The County has just completed the first pickup of leaves in our community.  A second scheduled pickup will occur. The date will be determined and posted by the County.

[image: image2.wmf]Bulk bagged leaves and tree trimmings can be picked up by calling 301-952-7600. Bagged wet leaves/grass should not exceed 60 pounds.  Tree trimmings must be bundled/tied in lengths under six feet.  Bags/tree trimmings should only be placed at the curb the night before pickup. 

FUTURE MWHOA MEETING DATES
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Board Meetings will be held at:

Deerfield Run Community Center

13000 Laurel Bowie Road

 January 15th    February 19th      March 19th 
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. and are normally on the third Monday

of each month. 

All homeowners are welcome!
A SPECIAL OFFER FOR 

MONTPELIER WOODS HOMEOWNERS

join tower federal credit union

Take Advantage of the Credit Union Difference!
As a Montpelier Woods Homeowners Association member, you are eligible to become a member of Tower Federal Credit Union. Tower offers all of the benefits of a full-service financial institution, including the convenience of online Home Banking, eStatements and free Bill Payment with three or more payments each month. Take advantage of free checking, debit card, direct deposit and low-rate auto, mortgage and home equity loans. 
Do You Need a More Affordable Way to Pay Off Holiday Expenses?
Using your home equity to pay off loans and credit card debt is smart money management. A Tower home equity loan is a great way to get extra cash for expenses. For more affordable payments, choose a 10- or 15-year loan. Borrow up to 100 percent of your home’s equity with no closing costs, points or fees. So what are you waiting for? Visit towerfcu.org and apply for membership today and be on your way to a debt-free New Year.
Apply for Membership Today

To join Tower, visit towerfcu.org and apply for membership quickly and easily online.  You’ll then be eligible to sign up for Home Banking.  Membership questions?  Call the Member Service Center at 301-497-7000 or 800-787-8323.  Visit towerfcu.org for branch and ATM locations near your home or work.
From the Editor’s Desk: [image: image4.wmf]
The MWHOA Newsletter is published on a quarterly basis.  The next newsletter will be published during the March/April time frame.  Our goal is to provide articles/information that are of interest and use to you.  With that in mind, we would like to hear from you.  If you would like to contribute/share an article and/or information that would be of interest to the Montpelier Woods Community, please submit it for review via e-mail or to the Board’s mailing address found on the first page.     We reserve the right not to publish any article that is inappropriate. 
 [image: image5.wmf]                           

If you are in need of someone to perform a service such as babysitting, animal sitting, snow shoveling, yard clean-up, etc. or if you are a provider of these services, you may place an announcement in the MWHOA Newsletter.  Please contact me with your submission via e-mail or the Board’s mailing address.  Keep in mind that this is a quarterly newsletter, so it may be a month or two before your request is published.  MWHOA reserves the right not to publish any request that is inappropriate. 
                                               - Carol Hayes, Editor

Gift Suggestions:

To your enemy, forgiveness

To an opponent, tolerance

To a friend, your heart

To a customer, service

To all, charity

To every child, a good example

To yourself, respect.

- Oren Arnold
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12010 Amblewood Drive


12011 Amblewood Drive


12205 Amblewood Drive


12001 Aspenwood Lane


12009 Aspenwood Lane


10309 Balsamwood Court


10311 Balsamwood Court


10404 Balsamwood Court


10303 Balsamwood Drive


10307 Balsamwood Drive


10410 Balsamwood Drive


10413 Balsamwood Drive


10414 Balsamwood Drive


10415 Balsamwood Drive


10416 Balsamwood Drive


11707 Balsamwood Terrace


11502 Basswood Court


11516 Basswood Court


11802 Basswood Drive


11905 Basswood Drive


11201 Basswood Terrace


11208 Basswood Terrace


11801 Bignonia Court


11805 Bignonia Court


10107 Bignonia Drive


10112 Bignonia Drive


10201 Bignonia Drive


10312 Bristolwood Court


11802 Bristolwood Terrace


11808 Bristolwood Terrace


11809 Bristolwood Terrace


11812 Bristolwood Terrace


11902 Bristolwood Terrace


11905 Bristolwood Terrace


10005 Madronawood Drive
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